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Abstract

This study falls within the field of applied linguistics and Arabic language
didactics, addressing the pivotal issue of cognitive reception of the Arabic
language through the four linguistic skills — listening, oral expression, reading,
and writing — among first-cycle primary school students, from the perspective

of teachers in elementary schools in the city of Aflou, Laghouat Province.

The study departed from a central research question concerning the nature of
cognitive reception of the Arabic language through its linguistic skills at this
foundational stage, branching into four sub-questions matched by four
hypotheses that collectively assert that each of the four linguistic skills
contributes directly to the cognitive reception of Arabic, and that the pragmatic
use of language in communicative situations reinforces this reception and

embodies its ultimate purpose.

The study drew its theoretical frameworks from two complementary cognitive
pillars; the first being Reception Theory in its multiple philosophical origins —
phenomenological, hermeneutical, formalist, and sociological — along with its
central conceptual principles of horizon of expectation, aesthetic distance, the
implied reader, and textual gaps, and its applications in Arabic language
didactics. The second pillar consists of the applied linguistic framework that
analyses the four linguistic skills through the phenomenological approach,
which makes listening, reading, writing, and expression existential experiences
for self-construction, and through Martinet's functional approach, which
establishes actual communicative competence as the supreme goal of language

teaching.

The field component of the study relied on an integrated set of complementary
methodologies, encompassing descriptive-analytical, pragmatic, comparative,
statistical, and critical approaches, through two research instruments: an
electronic questionnaire distributed to 102 male and female teachers, and field

interviews that enriched the data with deep qualitative dimensions.

The study's results confirmed the four proposed hypotheses. They revealed that
listening and oral expression skills constitute the primary pillar of cognitive
reception, with lack of concentration and weak vocabulary remaining the two
greatest challenges in acquiring these skills. The results showed that reading
skills contribute directly to cognitive reception, with good and average levels
dominating all other levels. They proved that writing honestly reflects the
overall quality of cognitive reception, with spelling errors dominating all other
error types. They demonstrated that the pragmatic use of language remains at
intermediate levels, reflecting a transitional phase in the acquisition of

communicative competence.
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The study concluded that cognitive reception of the Arabic language in the first
educational cycle is an interactive outcome of intertwined factors combining the
quality of the teacher's instructional performance, the nature of the learner and
their social and linguistic environment, the quality of the prescribed curricular
content, and the extent to which educational activities achieve genuine
integration among the four skills within a functional, communicative, and living
framework that transcends the boundaries of the classroom into the space of real

social life.

Keywords: Cognitive reception, linguistic skills, Arabic language didactics,
first educational cycle, listening, oral expression, reading, writing,
communicative competence, phenomenological approach, functional approach,

horizon of expectation, Aflou city.
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