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Abstract

General elections are considered one of the most prominent
forms of the electoral process, as they contribute significantly to
selecting the winning candidate who will assume the presidency of
the executive authority in the state, in addition to their role in
electing members of the legislative authority. Both authorities
possess great influence and broad powers as public authorities within
the state.

Accordingly, holding general elections periodically and according
to legally established dates constitutes a fundamental support for the
stability of governance within the state and contributes to achieving
the peaceful transfer of power in a way that preserves the capabilities
and status of the state, especially since the electoral process
accompanying general elections aims at selecting individuals who will
assume leadership positions and occupy sovereign posts in the state.

This study has demonstrated the legal regulation of general
elections in accordance with what is prescribed by legal texts and
jurisprudential opinions, by highlighting the substantive aspect of
general elections through shedding light on democracy and clarifying
its nature, while also addressing the electoral process as the sole
means of assigning power in a democratic system.

The study also contributed to identifying the forms of general
elections. Presidential elections are considered one of the forms of
general elections, where voters choose those who will carry out
presidential functions. Parliamentary elections, on the other hand,
appear as the form that represents the people more extensively, on
the basis that parliaments always represent the voice of the people
and, in turn, protect citizens from the abuse of executive power, as
parliamentarians exercise authority in the name of and on behalf of
the people.

The study did not limit itself to presenting the substantive aspect
of general elections, but also went beyond that to highlight the
procedural aspect through which the electoral process passes for the
purpose of electing the president of the state and members of
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parliament. General elections go through a set of legal procedures
necessary to achieve that purpose.

The procedural organization of general elections involves several
procedures preceding the voting process. These procedures include
calling upon the electorate to participate in the electoral process,
determining electoral districts, and registering in the electoral
register or electoral lists, which is an essential requirement without
which no person may participate in the electoral process. After that,
candidacy for presidential or legislative elections is opened according
to the applicable regulations and conditions established by law.
Candidates and electoral lists then announce themselves and their
electoral programs through electoral campaigns carried out within
the framework of the law.

The procedures related to general elections are not limited to
that only; they also include a number of procedures accompanying
the voting process on election day, as well as procedures concerning
the counting of voters’ ballots and the announcement of the results
of presidential or legislative elections, which are themselves
considered subsequent procedures to the voting process.

Both the Algerian and Palestinian legislators have attached great
importance to general elections, which is clearly reflected in the
constitutional and legislative texts enacted for the purpose of
organizing the electoral process related to presidential or legislative
elections whenever the time comes to conduct either of them
according to the legislation governing each state.

However, despite that attention, certain shortcomings and
deficiencies have appeared that require legislative remedies by both
the Algerian and Palestinian legislators. This is necessary in order to
achieve the intended objective behind holding general elections,
namely ensuring that power reaches those who truly express the
hopes and aspirations of voters and who obtained their votes,
thereby guaranteeing the seriousness of the.
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