
University of Ahmed Zabana  - Relizane 

Faculty of Law 

Department of private Law 

 

 

 

 

 

A pedagogical publication for the first semester in the course: 

Legal Terminology in ) English ( 

For first-year law students 

Based on lectures delivered during the academic years: 

2023-2024 /2024-2025/2025-2026 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Dr. Youssef  Mohamed 

Senior Lecturer « A » 

 

 

 

 

Academic year : 

2025/2026 



 غليزان -جامعة احمد زبانة 

 كلية الحقوق

 قسم القانون الخاص

 

 

 

 في مقياس: السداسي الاول مطبوعة بيداغوجية

 (الإنجليزيةـ )مصطلحات قانونية ب

 موجهة لطلبة السنة الأولى ليسانس حقوق

 تم تدريس هذه المحاضرات في السنوات :

2023-2024/2024-2025/2025-2026 

 

 من اعداد:

 الدكتور : يوسفي محمد

 "أ"قسم  أستاذ محاضر 

 

 

 

 السنة الجامعية:

2025-2026



1 

 

 

 

 

 

 بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم

In the Name of Allah, the Most  Gracious, 

the Most Merciful 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

Introduction : 

Learning English language skills is a fundamental element for law students, as it 

enables them to broaden their knowledge and enrich their acquired skills. It also 

provides the ability to memorize, explain, and translate various legal terms related 

to their field of specialization. For this reason, the course of Legal Terminology 

in English is considered a counterpart to Arabic legal terminology. Its objective 

is to achieve the greatest possible linguistic benefit for law students and help them 

expand their knowledge and linguistic perceptions in the subjects they study, 

qualifying them to undertake research in English and develop their cognitive 

abilities in the field of law in its various branches. 

Accordingly, this publication has been designed to introduce first-year law 

students at Ahmed Zabana University - Relizane to basic legal terms and concepts 

in English. Through this, students will learn the definitions of common legal 

terms and how to use them in the context of various legal concepts taught 

concurrently in Arabic during the first and second semesters. 

The publication specifically focuses on the legal terms and expressions taught in 

the first year of the curriculum for law students, especially those related to 

constitutional law, introduction to legal sciences, judicial organization, and other 

scheduled courses. 

In addition, the publication addresses terms and expressions related to 

fundamental rights and provides definitions and explanations in legal studies, 

which are considered essential requirements for a comprehensive understanding 

of legal terminology in both English and Arabic. The goal is to enrich the personal 

acquisitions of law students, enabling them in the future to accurately prepare 

legal research in English, as well as engage in discussions on various legal issues 

with full professionalism. 

This makes this publication a significant addition to the field of teaching legal 

terminology, which will enrich the academic library of the University of Relizane. 

It is intended for students and researchers in the field of law, providing them with 

legal explanations in English. It is an essential and rich resource for law students, 

as well as for lawyers and judges, due to its brevity, conciseness, and selection of 

indispensable legal terms for legal professionals. This publication provides an 

accurate and faithful translation of the terms presented in Arabic into English. 

We note that this publication has addressed various terms that cover almost all 

the courses taught during the first year of the law degree, such as constitutional 

law, introduction to legal sciences, judicial organization, international society, 

and others. The references for this publication were derived from various 

specialized books, academic publications, and trusted websites. 
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-The target audience: 

 for the Legal Terminology in English course primarily includes law students and 

all interested legal professionals, such as lawyers, judges, and legal translators. It 
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is also intended for anyone who needs to understand legal documents or issues in 

English, including business professionals or academics in related fields.. 

 الفئة المستهدفة:-

-Prerequisites : 

 for the Legal Terminology in English module include basic English language 

skills, such as common vocabulary, fundamental grammar, and an understanding 

of sentence structure. It also requires prior knowledge of general legal concepts 

and basic legal vocabulary in both Arabic and English, covering terms related to 

legal capacity, rights, judicial bodies, and general legal rules and principles. 

-Course Objectives: 

 The Legal Terminology in English course aims to: 

Develop a deep understanding and retention of fundamental legal terminology in 

the various legal fields covered during the first year of the Bachelor of Laws 

program. 

Empower students to effectively use legal terminology in conversations, research, 

and assignments. 

Equip students with a comprehensive understanding of legal concepts and 

principles in English, enabling them to analyze and interpret legal texts. 

Provide students with the necessary skills to handle English legal documents, 

particularly administrative documents and various types of contracts. 
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-Course Outline : 

Course outline: Each lecture will address the translation of legal materials, 

definitions of legal meanings, and terms specific to the courses studied by first-

year law students during the first semester, including: 

Unit One: Terminology in Introduction to Legal Sciences . 

Unit Two: Terminology in Constitutional Law . 

Unit Three: Terminology in Legal Methodology . 

Unit Four: Terminology in Judicial Organization. 

Unit Five: Terminology in Public International Law . 

Unit Six: Terminology in the History of Legal Systems. 
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 المدخل للعلوم القانونية مقياس مصطلحات فيالمحور الأول : 

Unit One: Terminology in the Introduction to 

Legal Sciences course 

 

The Introduction to Legal Sciences course is a foundational subject for law 

students. It provides them with the basics and general principles of law, helping 

them build a specialized legal culture and a core terminology that allows for a 

deeper understanding of other branches of law. This is achieved by studying the 

theory of law and the theory of rights, and by clarifying the legal concepts and 

terms necessary to regulate an individual's life and relationships within society. 

 

 

Concept of law 

Meaning 1: The system of rules that a particular country or community 

recognizes as regulating the actions of its members, and which it may enforce by 

imposing penalties. 

Example: "Theft is an act punishable by law." 

Meaning 2: A set of general rules that govern the relationships between 

individuals, determining their rights and prerogatives, as well as what is 

obligatory, permitted, or prohibited. The law is enforced in a binding manner 

through the intervention of public authority, namely the State. This is what 

distinguishes a legal rule from a rule of morality or politeness. 
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Definition of law 

-It is a set of rules that regulate and control the behavior of individuals in society, 

and violating them results in a penalty imposed by the public authority in the 

state. 

Definition of legal rule 

Legal rule: is the foundation of any legal system. It provides guidance and 

regulation for individuals, businesses, and governmental bodies, and is essential 

for maintaining order, fairness, and justice in society." 

- Legal rules: are a set of principles and regulations that govern the behavior  of 

individuals, private and public institutions within a legal system; enacted,  

adopted, promulgated or applied by any governmental competent authority. 

 

Impact of legal rules on society 

- Legal rules have a significant impact on society, influencing the rights, 

responsibilities and relationships of citizens and other entities  ,these rules play an 

essential role in shaping behaviour, creating a fair system, supporting social 

change and encouraging compliance with the law. 
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Characteristics of the legal rule: 

Social Rule: This refers to the set of behavioral rules that govern the conduct of 

individuals within a political community. The source of these rules can be 

legislation or any recognized legal source. 

General Rule: This means that it applies to all persons addressed by its 

provisions and to all facts that fall within its scope. The rule must be applicable 

to anyone who meets its conditions, sooner or later. This means that it is 

consistently applicable at all times to every person addressed by it, i.e., who meets 

its conditions. 

Abstract Rule: This refers to the abstract nature of a legal rule, which is drafted 

without specifying a particular person. It is not created with a predetermined 

individual in mind to whom it will apply. 

Sanctioned Rule: This is a rule accompanied by a sanction characterized by an 

element of coercion and compulsion, which is imposed in the event of its 

violation. This sanction is essential as an effective means to ensure that people 

respect the law and behave in accordance with its rules. 
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Types of legal rules: 

- Hierarchy of norms  :  

A hierarchy between different categories of legal acts and how the  relate to each 

other; which acts have precedence over other acts and  during what circumstances. 

Mandatory Rules: These are rules that command or prohibit certain conduct, 

such that individuals are not permitted to violate them or agree to anything 

contrary to what they stipulate. 

Default Rules: These are rules that regulate the conduct and relationships of 

individuals in a certain way, but they may be violated or deviated from by mutual 

agreement. 

 

Distinguishing between a Mandatory and Default legal rule 

Procedural or formal legal rules: 

Objective rules: 

Definition of public and private law: 
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Public Law: It regulates the relations to which the state, as the holder of authority 

and sovereignty, is a party. It regulates the entity of the state, its governing bodies, 

and the relations of this state with other states and with individuals. 

private law: It regulates relations in which the state, in its sovereign capacity, is 

not a party. It regulates the relationships of individuals among themselves, or 

sometimes regulates their relationships with the state, where the state is willing 

to give up its special privileges and place itself in the position of the individuals 

themselves, with whom it intends to deal like any normal individual with another. 

Distinction between public and private law 

 

Public law differs from private law in the nature of the persons each law affects 

and the interest it aims to protect. Public law affects all members of society 

(natural and legal persons) and defends the public interest. In contrast, private law 
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affects natural persons (citizens) or legal persons (associations, bodies, and public 

and private institutions) and defends the private interests of these persons. For 

example, in the event of a dispute between a public institution and a natural or 

legal person from a private institution, the matter is decided by public law if it 

relates to expropriation for public interest, for instance, whereas it is decided by 

private law if it is a dispute arising from a purchase contract or a service 

agreement. Furthermore, if a matter, for instance, concerns a crime of theft, the 

interest of society as a whole requires the criminalization and punishment of theft 

(public law), while on the other hand, it requires the right of the victim to 

compensation and to recover the stolen property or its value (private law). When 

two neighbors dispute the ownership of a plot of land, for example, the matter is 

specific to both of them and does not directly concern society, so the case falls 

under the purview of private law. 

 

Classification of law: Public & Private Law 

Branches of public Law 

 

International Public Law 

Constitutional Law 

Administrative Law 

Financial Law 

Penal law or criminal law 

The law of criminal procedures 

International humanitarian Law 

International Trade Law 

 

The branches of public law are : 
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1- Public international law : is a body of legal rules that governs the 

relationships between states, defining their rights and duties in both times of 

peace and war." 

2- Constitutional law : Is a body of legal rules that determine regime of  the state. 

(Its public authorities /The competence of each/ The  relationships among these 

authorities and The relationships between these authorities and individuals). 

3- Administrative law : Administrative law is a body of legal rules that  

concerned with the constitution and relations of those members of the  executive 

which are charged with the care of those public interests  which are the object of 

public administration and the relation of the administrative. 

4- Financial law : Is a body of legal rules that govern public funds of  the state its 

various revenues, such as taxes, dues, and loans, and the  ways of collecting any 

spending such funds. 

5- Penal law or criminal law : Is a body of legal rules that determine  crimes and 

types of punishment. 

6- The law of criminal procedures : It is a group of legal rules that indicate the 

procedures that must be taken from the time of the  commitment of a crime till the 

time of inflicting punishment on the   wrong-doe 

 

Branches of Privat Law 

 

 Civil Law القانون المدني 

Commercial Law 

Marine Law- Maritime law 

Work Law – Labor Law 

The law of civil procedures 

International Privat Law 

Family Law 
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Civil Status Law 

Real estate Law 

Insurance Law 

Intellectual Property Rights Law 

Air Law 

 

The branches of private law are the following: 

1- Civil law : Is a body of legal rules that organize the relationships among 

individuals except the relationships organized by other branches of private law. 

2- Commercial law : Is a body of legal rules that organize the relationships 

arising from commercial acts. 

3- Maritime law : Is a body of legal rules that organize the special relationships 

which arise from sea navigation. 

4- Labor law : Is a body of legal rules that organize the relationships which arise 

between the laborers and the employers. 

5- The law of civil procedures : Is a body of legal rules that determine the 

procedures that must be taken in civil courts to protect the rights if they are subject 

to disputes. 

6- Private international law : Is a body of legal rules which organizes the 

relationships among individuals bearing of foreign elements 

Sources of law: 

Sources Official-primary 

Sources Written 

Sources Reserve 

Sources of  Interpretation 

Legislation 
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Custom 

Judiciary 

Legal Doctrine 

General principles of law 

Islamic Sharia Law 

Judicial precedents 

Rules of equity  justice 

Organic Law 

Ordinary Law 

 

Classification of sources of law 

Sources of law in Algeria 

The official sources of law according to Article 1 of the Algerian Civil Code are: 

legislation, the general principles of Islamic Sharia, custom, natural law, and the 

rules of equity. Legislation is the primary source in Algeria, with other sources 

being applied in the absence of legislation. The unofficial sources of law in 

Algeria are judicial precedent and legal doctrine. 



University of Relizane………Legal Terminology in English……… Dr. Yousif Mohamed 

15 

 

Original or main sources 

-International Treaty: An international treaty is an agreement between states 

on a number of subjects of international law. The written agreement reflects a 

stable expression of their will to create legal effects governed by international 

law. Once ratified by Parliament or the President, the treaty becomes binding. 

The Constitution (Fundamental Law): A set of legal rules that define the 

system of government in a state, regulate the relationship between the legislative, 

judicial, and executive branches, and organize political work. It constitutes a 

fundamental law that governs political life. The constitution also protects citizens' 

rights and freedoms from any potential abuse of power by the state. 

Laws (Legislation): This is the set of legal rules established by the competent 

authority within the state, acting within the limits of its jurisdiction. Legislation 

is divided into Organic Law, which specifies and implements the articles of the 

constitution, and Ordinary Law, which regulates all other legal matters. 

 :                                                                                  Organic law: 

:                                                                                  Ordinary law: 

Backup sources 

Islamic Sharia: If a judge does not find a legislative text that applies to the case, 

they resort to Islamic Sharia. It comprises the rules prescribed by God, as found 
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in either the Quran or the Sunnah of His Prophet, peace be upon him, regarding 

his sayings or actions. 

 

Custom: Custom is defined as the consistent or repeated behavior of people in a 

certain matter in a specific way, coupled with the belief that this behavior is 

legally binding on them. Custom consists of two elements: a material element and 

a psychological element. 

Principles of Natural Law and Rules of Equity: There exists a law higher than 

the positive laws, which is considered their foundation, and it consists of the 

general principles of law and justice. It is composed of fixed and eternal rules that 

are valid for all times and places. 

The interpretive sources of law 

The Judiciary: The term judiciary refers to the body of legal principles derived 

from court judgments as they apply the law to the disputes brought before them 

for resolution. In other words, it refers to the rulings that contain legal principles 

reached by the judiciary after exercising considered judgment and intellectual 

effort, especially in matters where there are no conclusive legal texts and which 

are subject to dispute. This latter definition is the one that is relevant for our study 

on the sources of law. 
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Legal Doctrine: This refers to the body of opinions presented by legal scholars. 

Through their writings, they explain or critique legal rules and deduce solutions 

in light of their explanations of those rules or their commentaries on judicial 

decisions. 

The Hierarchy of Legislative Power as a Formal and Primary Source of 

Algerian Law 

The Constitution: This is the set of fundamental rules that define the form of the 

state, establish the rules of governance, organize the public authorities within it, 

and determine the basic rights and public freedoms of individuals, along with the 

guarantees established for their protection. 

Treaty: An international agreement concluded in writing between two or more 

states and governed by international law, whether embodied in a single instrument 

or in two or more related instruments, and whatever its particular designation. 

Organic Legislation: These are fundamental positive laws approved by the 

legislative authority and enacted by Parliament, within the scope of the powers 

granted to it in the text of the Constitution, to specify or supplement the provisions 

of the Constitution and put them into effect. Organic legislation represents a new 

type of law that falls between the categories of constitutional and ordinary laws. 

It first appeared in the 1996 Constitution and ranks higher than ordinary laws. 
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Ordinary Legislation: These ordinary laws have a legislative value determined 

by a competent authority, represented by the legislative branch, which is the 

Parliament. Acting within the limits of its jurisdiction as specified in the 

Constitution, it is authorized to draft and vote on laws. 

Sub-Legislative Instruments: These legislative texts are referred to as 

regulations. They are tiered in terms of their legal force, depending on the issuing 

authority, which follows the hierarchy of executive powers. Presidential and 

executive decrees rank at the top of these regulations, with ministerial and joint 

ministerial decisions at the lowest rank, followed by decisions issued by officials 

of local authorities and other departments. They are of three types: 

− Organizational Regulations 

− Executive Regulations 

− Police and Enforcement Regulations 

Some terms in the introduction to legal sciences 

 

 الترجمة بالإنجليزية  المصطلح بالعربية
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Law – statute -act 

Legal 

Rights 

legitimate 

illegal 

Legal provision 

statutes 

A legal Term 

Article 

Break the Law 

Violated the Law 

Legislator 

Law 

Enact 

Justice 

Public Order  

Public Morals  

Above the Law 

The Force of law 

Observe the Law 
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rescind of Law 

clause 

lawyer 

Legal claim 

The rule of law 

Enforcement of law 

Enact  laws 

Draft law 

Promulgation 

Fields of legislation 

Legal privileges 

Legal System 

Sanction 

Legal advice 

Legal capacity 

Legal standing 

Legal claim 

Legal aid 

Legal 

Illegal 
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Rule of law 

Roman law 

Customary Law 

Statutory Law 

Comparative Law 

Guarantees 

Obligation 

Protection 

Responsibility 

Corporate law 

Banking law 

Consumer law 

Firmes Law 

Politeness 

Liberty 

Conduct 

Rule 

Society 

Actions 

Act 
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 الدستوريالقانون  مقياسمصطلحات في المحور الثاني :

Unit Two: Terminology in the Constitutional 

Law course 

Constitutional Law is one of the fundamental disciplines. It studies the basic 

rules and principles that govern the establishment of the state, define its pillars, 

and distribute public authorities and their competencies while establishing the 

relationship between the ruler and the ruled. It also examines the constitution as a 

fundamental document that determines the form of the state and its system of 

governance, frames public rights and freedoms, and represents the pinnacle of the 

hierarchy of legal rules from which all other laws derive their legitimacy. 

 القانون الدستوريمدخل الى 

Introduction to Constitutional Law 

Definition of Constitutional Law: It is the set of fundamental legal rules that 

define the system of government in the state, regulate the public authorities and 

determine their competencies, and also guarantee the rights and freedoms of 

individuals. Constitutional law is considered the supreme law at the top of the 

state's legal authority hierarchy, and from it all other laws and legislation derive 

their legitimacy and validity. 

 القانون الدستوري مصادر

Sources of Constitutional Law 



University of Relizane………Legal Terminology in )English(…… Dr. Yousif Mohamed 

23 

 

Written Constitutions: Written constitutions are formal documents that clearly 

define the fundamental principles, structures, and procedures of a government. 

They are typically codified in a single comprehensive document, such as the 

Algerian Constitution, the United States Constitution, or the German Basic Law. 

Written constitutions are considered the highest form of legal authority within a 

jurisdiction and provide a clear framework for governance. 

Unwritten Constitutions: Unlike written constitutions, some countries rely on 

unwritten or uncodified constitutional principles. These principles are derived 

from historical documents, customs, judicial decisions, and conventions. For 

example, the United Kingdom operates under an unwritten constitution, which 

relies heavily on precedents and traditions. 

Positive Law: Positive law includes the legislation issued by the legislative 

authority. While not part of the constitution itself, these laws play a crucial role in 

interpreting and applying constitutional provisions. They may address specific 

issues not covered by the constitution or provide detailed regulations that 

complement constitutional principles. 

Judicial Precedent: Judicial decisions, especially those issued by higher courts, 

contribute significantly to constitutional law. Judicial precedent, also known as 

case law, establishes legal principles by interpreting and applying constitutional 

provisions to specific cases. These decisions guide future legal actions and shape 

the evolution of constitutional jurisprudence. 
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Customary Law: Customary law includes the well-established practices, 

traditions, and customs that have evolved over time and are considered binding 

within a specific legal system. In some cases, customary law may hold 

constitutional significance, particularly in societies where it is recognized as a 

source of legal authority. 

Some basic terms in constitutional law 

Constitution :  

A constitution is the fundamental law, the basic law, of a country. The  constitution 

determines the fundamental political principles of the  government, rules of 

procedure of that government, rights and  obligations of the citizenry and also sets 

forth methods to ensure accountability of governmental branches. 

Constitutionality :  

Conformity with the constitution. Constitutionality is a status of  legality given to 

a law, statue, act, rules, procedures or administrative  actions depending upon their 

conformity to constitutional provisions. 

Unconstitutional :  

Contrary to the provisions of the constitution.  Unicameral : A unicameral system 

is a government with one  legislative house or chamber. Unicameral is the Latin 

word that  describes a single-house legislative system. 

Legitimacy :  
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The state of quality of being accepted as legitimate, lawful or right. It can refer to 

a system being accepted as legitimate by the population, or have a narrow meaning 

of legal legitimacy as recognized by the courts. 

Constitutional bodies :  

Entities created by the constitution for specified tasks. 

Constitutional Court :  

A constitutional court is one that has the final say in interpreting the  constitution 

and also in deciding whether or not other national laws  are in harmony with the 

constitution . 

Constituent Assembly :   

A Constituent Assembly is a body set up to make a new, or amend the  existing, 

constitution. Members of the Assembly are usually elected,  though some may be 

chosen through other methods. Constituentassemblies have sometimes been very 

like a Parliament; in fact  sometimes a nation's parliament has acted as its 

Constituent Assembly  (like South Africa), or the Constituent Assembly has had 

the  functions of Parliament also (like India). The Constituent Assembly  exists 

only to make the constitution. 

c Laws :

Explanation: Laws that have a special constitutional status and govern the  

organization and functioning of state institutions. They are superior to ordinary  

laws but subordinate to the Constitution. 

- Ordinary Laws :  

Explanation: Laws enacted by the legislative body (Parliament) to govern the  

general affairs of the state. They do not have constitutional status but are binding  

within the legal system. 

 - Presidential Decrees:    

Explanation: Decrees issued by the President of the Republic that have the force  

of law, particularly in areas of executive governance and administrative matters. 

 - Executive Decrees:  

Explanation: Decrees issued by the government to implement and enforce laws  

passed by the Parliament. They regulate the details of law application. 
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 - Orders:   

Explanation: Legal instruments issued by the President of the Republic or  

government to address specific legal needs, often used in cases of urgent or  

transitional situations. 

 - Ministerial Decisions  

Explanation: Decisions issued by government ministers to regulate matters within  

their respective departments, ensuring proper administration of laws. 

State 

The term "state" holds a pivotal position in the field of legal studies. Its modern 

origin traces back to the Germanic Teutons, who used the term "status". The 

Greeks used the term "polis" to denote the city-state, while the Romans called it 

"civitas" to signify a sovereign entity. In essence, the state is an institution tasked 

with establishing law and order and ensuring the harmonious functioning of 

societal relations. 

 أصل نشأة الدولة 

The Origin of the State 

The subject of research regarding the determination of the origin of the state and 

the basis of its authority is complex, as an understanding of the circumstances and 

factors that led to the emergence of the state simultaneously leads to the 

determination of the foundation upon which its authority rests. Furthermore, the 

state does not emerge with all its pillars complete until political authority is 

established over its territory.  

Constitutional law jurists have differed regarding the determination of the state's 

origin and the basis of its authority, and their opinions have centered around five 

distinct approaches, embodied in: theocratic theories (or those that exploited 

religion for political ends), democratic theories, the theory of force, the theory of 

familial evolution, and the theory of historical or natural evolution. The following 

is a summary of these approaches. 
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Theocratic Theories (Religious Theories) 

Democratic Theories 

Theory of Power and Domination 

Theory of Familial Evolution 

Theory of Historical or Natural Evolution 

 تعريف الدولة 

Definition of the state 

This is a group of individuals who exercise their activity within a specific 

geographical territory and are subject to a particular political system agreed upon 

among themselves to manage the affairs of the state. 

 اركان الدولة 
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Pillars of the state 

In constitutional law, the concept of the state is based on specific attributes that 

collectively define its legal and political existence. These fundamental 

components, known as the "pillars of the state," form the essential foundations 

upon which the state's sovereignty and authority rest. Each element—the 

population, the territory, and the government—holds a distinct importance and 

together they constitute the basis of the state's constitutional framework. 

The People: This refers to a group of individuals living within the state's territory 

who belong to it by enjoying its nationality. These individuals are referred to as 

citizens if they live in their state, or as nationals/subjects if they live outside it. 

Definition of the Nation: A nation is an organic social and cultural group 

distinguished by linguistic, religious, and historical characteristics, often with an 

ethnic dimension, which generates a collective consciousness and identity among 

its members. It may or may not align with the territorial 

Elements of the Nation: The nation transcends geographical boundaries, as it 

encompasses a social and cultural entity bound by shared historical, cultural, and 

ideological ties. The "elements of the nation" embody the fundamental attributes 

that establish the collective identity of a society. These elements—shared culture, 

shared history, and shared religion—contribute to the formation of a cohesive 

national consciousness, influencing the legal and political frameworks within a 

specific territory. 
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Territory: This is a specific and defined spatial area that represents the 

geographical boundaries of the state. It is a portion of the Earth's surface 

characterized by human, natural, and economic features that distinguish it from 

other regions. 

Political Authority: This is the competence to manage the public affairs of the 

state on behalf of the people within the territory. It is what legislates and what 

executes, as it also ensures the realization of justice and equality. 

International Recognition: This is the declaration by one or more states of their 

will to enter into international relations with an existing state or a new one. Its 

basis is that the state exercises its authority over a territory. 

Sovereignty: This is the full right and authority of a governing body over itself, 

without any interference from external parties or bodies. 

State forms 

Nation-state 

Federation 
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Unitary State 

Democratic State 

Monarchy 

Republic 

Unitary State 

Composite State 

Confederation 

 

 أنظمة الحكم في الدولة  

Determines the system (regime) of the state 

 (Monarchies):  

 (Republics):  

 (Democracies):  

 (Totalitarian States):  

 (Authoritarian or Dictatorial States   :) 

 أنواع الدساتير 

Types of constitutions 

Written Constitutions 

Unwritten Constitutions 

Flexible Constitutions 

Rigid Constitutions 

Long Constitutions 
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Short Constitutions 

Temporary Constitutions 

Permanent Constitutions 

 

 الرقابة على دستورية القوانين 

Constitutional Review of Laws 

Constitutional Review: also known as judicial review of legislation, is the 

process by which governmental bodies ensure that laws and government actions 

are in conformity with the constitution, thereby preserving its principles and 

supremacy. 

This review can be judicial, conducted primarily through courts and specialized 

constitutional courts that have the power to annul unconstitutional legislation. 

Alternatively, it can be political, involving mechanisms such as legislative 

oversight to hold the executive branch accountable and ensure the proper 

implementation of laws. 

Some legal terms in constitutional law 

 

 المصطلح بالعربية  الترجمة بالإنجليزية 

Constitutional Law 

Constitutional amendment 

Constitution 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Constitutional+Law&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwis-ZTh1eeOAxWqNPsDHW9DLawQxccNegQIBhAB&mstk=AUtExfA66OUb7pNLZ9mTFHAIwjxZ_wV4rDyBmNLlHErhKUvj4zK5NN6cHmZ5rTXUaz0lBqVdwg6X0E54NchtZvWJZ3H7rJQZb5nP3YAjvWNeFKdK5TMXPv9qDC9Ko0csTB5Z60U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Constitution&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwis-ZTh1eeOAxWqNPsDHW9DLawQxccNegQIJBAB&mstk=AUtExfA66OUb7pNLZ9mTFHAIwjxZ_wV4rDyBmNLlHErhKUvj4zK5NN6cHmZ5rTXUaz0lBqVdwg6X0E54NchtZvWJZ3H7rJQZb5nP3YAjvWNeFKdK5TMXPv9qDC9Ko0csTB5Z60U&csui=3
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Democracy 

Rule of Law 

Amendment 

Ratification 

State Sovereignty 

Constitutional Interpretation 

Constitutional Amendment 

Constitutionalism 

Amendments 

Bill of Rights 

Constitutional Convention 

Constitutional Amendment Process 

Constitutional Court 

National Constitution 

Public Interest 

Bloc 

Vote of no confidence 

Cabinet – council of ministers 

Prime minister 

President 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Democracy&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwis-ZTh1eeOAxWqNPsDHW9DLawQxccNegQICBAB&mstk=AUtExfA66OUb7pNLZ9mTFHAIwjxZ_wV4rDyBmNLlHErhKUvj4zK5NN6cHmZ5rTXUaz0lBqVdwg6X0E54NchtZvWJZ3H7rJQZb5nP3YAjvWNeFKdK5TMXPv9qDC9Ko0csTB5Z60U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Rule+of+Law&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwis-ZTh1eeOAxWqNPsDHW9DLawQxccNegQILhAB&mstk=AUtExfA66OUb7pNLZ9mTFHAIwjxZ_wV4rDyBmNLlHErhKUvj4zK5NN6cHmZ5rTXUaz0lBqVdwg6X0E54NchtZvWJZ3H7rJQZb5nP3YAjvWNeFKdK5TMXPv9qDC9Ko0csTB5Z60U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Amendment&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwis-ZTh1eeOAxWqNPsDHW9DLawQxccNegQIKhAB&mstk=AUtExfA66OUb7pNLZ9mTFHAIwjxZ_wV4rDyBmNLlHErhKUvj4zK5NN6cHmZ5rTXUaz0lBqVdwg6X0E54NchtZvWJZ3H7rJQZb5nP3YAjvWNeFKdK5TMXPv9qDC9Ko0csTB5Z60U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Ratification&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwis-ZTh1eeOAxWqNPsDHW9DLawQxccNegQIDBAB&mstk=AUtExfA66OUb7pNLZ9mTFHAIwjxZ_wV4rDyBmNLlHErhKUvj4zK5NN6cHmZ5rTXUaz0lBqVdwg6X0E54NchtZvWJZ3H7rJQZb5nP3YAjvWNeFKdK5TMXPv9qDC9Ko0csTB5Z60U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=State+Sovereignty&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwis-ZTh1eeOAxWqNPsDHW9DLawQxccNegQICRAB&mstk=AUtExfA66OUb7pNLZ9mTFHAIwjxZ_wV4rDyBmNLlHErhKUvj4zK5NN6cHmZ5rTXUaz0lBqVdwg6X0E54NchtZvWJZ3H7rJQZb5nP3YAjvWNeFKdK5TMXPv9qDC9Ko0csTB5Z60U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Constitutional+Interpretation&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwis-ZTh1eeOAxWqNPsDHW9DLawQxccNegQIRhAB&mstk=AUtExfA66OUb7pNLZ9mTFHAIwjxZ_wV4rDyBmNLlHErhKUvj4zK5NN6cHmZ5rTXUaz0lBqVdwg6X0E54NchtZvWJZ3H7rJQZb5nP3YAjvWNeFKdK5TMXPv9qDC9Ko0csTB5Z60U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Constitutional+Amendment&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwis-ZTh1eeOAxWqNPsDHW9DLawQxccNegQIVxAB&mstk=AUtExfA66OUb7pNLZ9mTFHAIwjxZ_wV4rDyBmNLlHErhKUvj4zK5NN6cHmZ5rTXUaz0lBqVdwg6X0E54NchtZvWJZ3H7rJQZb5nP3YAjvWNeFKdK5TMXPv9qDC9Ko0csTB5Z60U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Constitutionalism&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwis-ZTh1eeOAxWqNPsDHW9DLawQxccNegQIRBAB&mstk=AUtExfA66OUb7pNLZ9mTFHAIwjxZ_wV4rDyBmNLlHErhKUvj4zK5NN6cHmZ5rTXUaz0lBqVdwg6X0E54NchtZvWJZ3H7rJQZb5nP3YAjvWNeFKdK5TMXPv9qDC9Ko0csTB5Z60U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Amendments&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjkwOz51eeOAxX9RKQEHeU1IDYQxccNegQIBxAB&mstk=AUtExfCQsw_MvgTs0-7zNk0ZGqjj0NaXwfj30xHa6ckPVW_lBsICdM-4syaEmwuye3K-gIzaPMVgs1vIG9XYVCnj3I6YOy7_yIWOgwP6WF5Mm_IMNu9UQJAdY45q3oyZkGkbDPQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Bill+of+Rights&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjkwOz51eeOAxX9RKQEHeU1IDYQxccNegQICRAB&mstk=AUtExfCQsw_MvgTs0-7zNk0ZGqjj0NaXwfj30xHa6ckPVW_lBsICdM-4syaEmwuye3K-gIzaPMVgs1vIG9XYVCnj3I6YOy7_yIWOgwP6WF5Mm_IMNu9UQJAdY45q3oyZkGkbDPQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Constitutional+Convention&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjkwOz51eeOAxX9RKQEHeU1IDYQxccNegQISBAB&mstk=AUtExfCQsw_MvgTs0-7zNk0ZGqjj0NaXwfj30xHa6ckPVW_lBsICdM-4syaEmwuye3K-gIzaPMVgs1vIG9XYVCnj3I6YOy7_yIWOgwP6WF5Mm_IMNu9UQJAdY45q3oyZkGkbDPQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Constitutional+Amendment+Process&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjkwOz51eeOAxX9RKQEHeU1IDYQxccNegQINBAB&mstk=AUtExfCQsw_MvgTs0-7zNk0ZGqjj0NaXwfj30xHa6ckPVW_lBsICdM-4syaEmwuye3K-gIzaPMVgs1vIG9XYVCnj3I6YOy7_yIWOgwP6WF5Mm_IMNu9UQJAdY45q3oyZkGkbDPQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=Constitutional+Court&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjkwOz51eeOAxX9RKQEHeU1IDYQxccNegQINxAB&mstk=AUtExfCQsw_MvgTs0-7zNk0ZGqjj0NaXwfj30xHa6ckPVW_lBsICdM-4syaEmwuye3K-gIzaPMVgs1vIG9XYVCnj3I6YOy7_yIWOgwP6WF5Mm_IMNu9UQJAdY45q3oyZkGkbDPQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=National+Constitution&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjkwOz51eeOAxX9RKQEHeU1IDYQxccNegQIUhAB&mstk=AUtExfCQsw_MvgTs0-7zNk0ZGqjj0NaXwfj30xHa6ckPVW_lBsICdM-4syaEmwuye3K-gIzaPMVgs1vIG9XYVCnj3I6YOy7_yIWOgwP6WF5Mm_IMNu9UQJAdY45q3oyZkGkbDPQ&csui=3
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Election Campaign 

Candidate 

Caretaker government 

House of Representatives 

Speaker of the House  

Member of Parliament 

The Senate 
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 مقياس المنهجية القانونية مصطلحات فيالمحور الثالث : 

Unit Three: Terminology in the Legal 

Methodology course 

 

Legal Methodology: This is the set of scientific and logical rules and methods 

that a legal researcher acquires to understand, analyze, and discuss legal texts 

with depth and reliability. Its purpose is to organize their thoughts, define their 

research problem, and reach tangible and accurate results when dealing with legal 

issues. 

 بعض المفاهيم الأساسية في البحث العلمي 

Some basic concepts in scientific research 

Research: A systematic study of materials and sources with the aim of 

establishing facts and reaching new conclusions. 

Research Question: A clear, focused question that the research aims to answer. 

Hypothesis: A testable prediction or statement that can be supported or refuted 

through research. 

Variables: These are factors that are subject to change or variation in a study. 

There are different types of variables, such as independent variables (which are 

manipulated), dependent variables (which are measured), and control variables 

(which are kept constant). 
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Methodology  : The systematic approach or procedures used in conducting the 

research. 

Data : Information collected during the research process. 

Analysis : The process of examining and interpreting the data. 

Conclusion  : The summary of the findings and the answer to the research 

question. 

Literature Review : A survey of existing research on the topic. 

Reliability : The consistency of the research findings. 

Validity: The accuracy of the research findings. 

Generalizability  : The extent to which the findings can be applied to other 

situations or populations. 

Abstract : A brief summary of the research paper. 

Introduction  : An overview of the research topic, its significance, and the 

research question. 

Discussion  : A section where the results are interpreted and their implications are 

discussed. 
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Limitations  : Aspects of the research that may restrict the generalizability or 

interpretation of the findings. 

Recommendations: Suggestions for future research based on the findings. 

Ethics : The moral principles that guide research conduct. 

Plagiarism: The act of using someone else's work without proper attribution. 

Peer Review: The process of having research evaluated by other experts in the 

field. 

Research Design: Research design involves planning the structure and 

methodology of the study, Key considerations include the research questions, 

objectives, hypothesis, and methodology. 

Legal researchers must carefully define their research aims and choose 

appropriate methods to achieve them. 

Literature Review: This involves collecting and analyzing available literature 

related to the research topic. Legal researchers study previous research, laws, 

court cases, and academic writings to identify gaps, trends, and areas for further 

investigation. A comprehensive literature review provides a foundation for the 

research and helps to place it within the framework of existing knowledge. 
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Legal Analysis: This involves studying legal sources, such as legislation, 

regulations, and judicial precedents. Researchers analyze relevant legal 

provisions, identify legal principles, and apply them to the research question. 

Legal analysis requires critical thinking and the interpretation of legal texts to 

draw meaningful conclusions. 

Empirical Research: Empirical research involves collecting and analyzing data 

to test hypotheses or answer research questions.Techniques such as surveys, 

interviews, case studies, and experiments may be used to gather empirical 

evidence. 

Legal scholars may conduct empirical research to study the impact of laws, 

attitudes towards legal issues, or the effectiveness of legal interventions. 

Comparative Analysis: Comparative analysis involves comparing legal systems, 

laws, or legal practices across different jurisdictions. 

Researchers identify similarities, differences, and patterns to gain insights into  

legal phenomena. 

Comparative analysis helps researchers understand how different legal systems 

address similar issues and can inform policy-making and legal reform efforts. 
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Citation and Referencing: Proper citation and referencing are essential in legal 

research to acknowledge sources and provide credibility to the study. 

Researchers must follow established citation styles such as APA, MLA, or  

Bluebook depending on the requirements of the publication or institution.  

Accurate citation ensures transparency, allows readers to verify sources, and  

avoids plagiarism. 

  APA  وMLA  وBluebook

: Elements of scientific research 

Abstract: .  

Introduction: .  

Literature Review:  .  

Methodology: .  

Results: .  

Discussion: .  

Conclusion: .  
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Recommendations: .  

References:  .  

Appendices: .  

Research Elements 

Title:  .  

Introduction: .  

Statement of the Problem:  .  

Research Questions:  .  

Research Objectives:  .  

Significance of the Study:  .  

Scope of the Study: .  

Literature Review:  .  

Research Methodology:  .  

Data Analysis:  .  

Timeline: .  

Elements of the research plan  

Introduction: This is a concise section (typically no more than one page) 

designed to inform the reader of the importance of your research. It includes a 

brief history that leads to the statement of the problem being addressed. 
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- (Statement Of The Problem):. 

- (Review Of The Previous Study): . 

-  (Scope Of The Study):. 

-  (Objective Of The Study):. 

-  (Hypotheses): 

Characteristics of Scientific Research 

- (Objectivity): 

- (Accuracy): 

- (Testability): 

- (Replicability): 

- (Methodology): 

- (Cumulativity): 

The most important types of scientific research methods 

- (Descriptive Method):   

- (Historical Method):   

- (Experimental Method):   

- (Analytical Method):   

- (Philosophical Method):   

- (Inductive Method):   

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87%D8%AC+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%8A+%28Descriptive+Method%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZvbni9OyOAxWtcKQEHZKNEh8QxccNegQICRAB&mstk=AUtExfAIO6v_iksaGTHnJMOUvKHjdkaLb3DITVix8DyoWK3v8kGCKRu7nNN1oYQvO7cO8GG6SqDI5_qvrtHlvHiSL_Ptvb-V_t-fjj3iIW6pTvKmN3660fgdTDt7ScDG-kkE4d0&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87%D8%AC+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE%D9%8A+%28Historical+Method%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZvbni9OyOAxWtcKQEHZKNEh8QxccNegQIDRAB&mstk=AUtExfAIO6v_iksaGTHnJMOUvKHjdkaLb3DITVix8DyoWK3v8kGCKRu7nNN1oYQvO7cO8GG6SqDI5_qvrtHlvHiSL_Ptvb-V_t-fjj3iIW6pTvKmN3660fgdTDt7ScDG-kkE4d0&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87%D8%AC+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A+%28Experimental+Method%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZvbni9OyOAxWtcKQEHZKNEh8QxccNegQIChAB&mstk=AUtExfAIO6v_iksaGTHnJMOUvKHjdkaLb3DITVix8DyoWK3v8kGCKRu7nNN1oYQvO7cO8GG6SqDI5_qvrtHlvHiSL_Ptvb-V_t-fjj3iIW6pTvKmN3660fgdTDt7ScDG-kkE4d0&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87%D8%AC+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A+%28Analytical+Method%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZvbni9OyOAxWtcKQEHZKNEh8QxccNegQIDhAB&mstk=AUtExfAIO6v_iksaGTHnJMOUvKHjdkaLb3DITVix8DyoWK3v8kGCKRu7nNN1oYQvO7cO8GG6SqDI5_qvrtHlvHiSL_Ptvb-V_t-fjj3iIW6pTvKmN3660fgdTDt7ScDG-kkE4d0&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87%D8%AC+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%81%D9%8A+%28Philosophical+Method%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZvbni9OyOAxWtcKQEHZKNEh8QxccNegQIDxAB&mstk=AUtExfAIO6v_iksaGTHnJMOUvKHjdkaLb3DITVix8DyoWK3v8kGCKRu7nNN1oYQvO7cO8GG6SqDI5_qvrtHlvHiSL_Ptvb-V_t-fjj3iIW6pTvKmN3660fgdTDt7ScDG-kkE4d0&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87%D8%AC+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A+%28Inductive+Method%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZvbni9OyOAxWtcKQEHZKNEh8QxccNegQICxAB&mstk=AUtExfAIO6v_iksaGTHnJMOUvKHjdkaLb3DITVix8DyoWK3v8kGCKRu7nNN1oYQvO7cO8GG6SqDI5_qvrtHlvHiSL_Ptvb-V_t-fjj3iIW6pTvKmN3660fgdTDt7ScDG-kkE4d0&csui=3
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- (Deductive Method):  

  :(Quantitative Research) ا-

- (Qualitative Research):  

- (Mixed Methods Research):  

 

Types of Scientific Research 

- (Basic Research): 

- (Applied Research): 

- (Descriptive Research): 

- (Experimental Research): 

- (Quantitative Research): 

- (Qualitative Research): 

- (Historical Research): 

- (Statistical Research): 

8-Methods of documenting references  :There are several documentation 

systems used in scientific research, including: 

APA (American Psychological Association): 

 

MLA (Modern Language Association):  

. 

Chicago: 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87%D8%AC+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%8A+%28Deductive+Method%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZvbni9OyOAxWtcKQEHZKNEh8QxccNegQIDBAB&mstk=AUtExfAIO6v_iksaGTHnJMOUvKHjdkaLb3DITVix8DyoWK3v8kGCKRu7nNN1oYQvO7cO8GG6SqDI5_qvrtHlvHiSL_Ptvb-V_t-fjj3iIW6pTvKmN3660fgdTDt7ScDG-kkE4d0&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87%D8%AC+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%85%D9%8A+%28Quantitative+Research%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZvbni9OyOAxWtcKQEHZKNEh8QxccNegQIJBAB&mstk=AUtExfAIO6v_iksaGTHnJMOUvKHjdkaLb3DITVix8DyoWK3v8kGCKRu7nNN1oYQvO7cO8GG6SqDI5_qvrtHlvHiSL_Ptvb-V_t-fjj3iIW6pTvKmN3660fgdTDt7ScDG-kkE4d0&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87%D8%AC+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%81%D9%8A+%28Qualitative+Research%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZvbni9OyOAxWtcKQEHZKNEh8QxccNegQIKRAB&mstk=AUtExfAIO6v_iksaGTHnJMOUvKHjdkaLb3DITVix8DyoWK3v8kGCKRu7nNN1oYQvO7cO8GG6SqDI5_qvrtHlvHiSL_Ptvb-V_t-fjj3iIW6pTvKmN3660fgdTDt7ScDG-kkE4d0&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87%D8%AC+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%B7+%28Mixed+Methods+Research%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZvbni9OyOAxWtcKQEHZKNEh8QxccNegQIJxAB&mstk=AUtExfAIO6v_iksaGTHnJMOUvKHjdkaLb3DITVix8DyoWK3v8kGCKRu7nNN1oYQvO7cO8GG6SqDI5_qvrtHlvHiSL_Ptvb-V_t-fjj3iIW6pTvKmN3660fgdTDt7ScDG-kkE4d0&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=APA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiYgduH9eyOAxX_SKQEHeKEGDoQxccNegQIRRAB&mstk=AUtExfBKUsSkjUEeqg4K0yOPiCz1TvCnp73nkSJYteZO0-R-LGzZAU_IGfUVgWI647kgGnETb8_TUBFLRde5sU4PyCWPbHldC3m8tvWNJQNWvQASA1ZlBQL7lDMDyZD3r34qAsM&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=MLA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiYgduH9eyOAxX_SKQEHeKEGDoQxccNegQISBAB&mstk=AUtExfBKUsSkjUEeqg4K0yOPiCz1TvCnp73nkSJYteZO0-R-LGzZAU_IGfUVgWI647kgGnETb8_TUBFLRde5sU4PyCWPbHldC3m8tvWNJQNWvQASA1ZlBQL7lDMDyZD3r34qAsM&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=Chicago&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiYgduH9eyOAxX_SKQEHeKEGDoQxccNegQIRxAB&mstk=AUtExfBKUsSkjUEeqg4K0yOPiCz1TvCnp73nkSJYteZO0-R-LGzZAU_IGfUVgWI647kgGnETb8_TUBFLRde5sU4PyCWPbHldC3m8tvWNJQNWvQASA1ZlBQL7lDMDyZD3r34qAsM&csui=3
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  . 

Harvard: 

 . 

Some terms in legal methodology 

 

 المصطلح بالعربية الترجمة بالإنجليزية 

Methodology 

Research 

Legal Research 

Legal Writing 

Citation 

Footnote 

Legal Argument 

Legal Theory 

Bibliography 

Survey 

Interview 

Case Study 

Reliability 

Sources 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=Harvard&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiYgduH9eyOAxX_SKQEHeKEGDoQxccNegQIRhAB&mstk=AUtExfBKUsSkjUEeqg4K0yOPiCz1TvCnp73nkSJYteZO0-R-LGzZAU_IGfUVgWI647kgGnETb8_TUBFLRde5sU4PyCWPbHldC3m8tvWNJQNWvQASA1ZlBQL7lDMDyZD3r34qAsM&csui=3
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Ethics 

Literature Review 

Approach 

Method 

direct quote 

paraphrasing 

Variables 

Section/ Part 

Chapter 

Hypothesis 

Conclusion 

Findings 

Data 

Interpretation-  Explanation 

Analysis 

Paradigm 

Justification 

Proposition 

Assumption 

Model 
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Criterion 

Quality 

Standard 

Rubric 

Assessment 

Indicator 

Research question 

Data analysis 

Research design 

Findings 

Data collection 

Experiment 

Observation 

Interview 

Survey 

Case study 

Recommendations 

Implications 

Discussion 

Analysis 
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Quantitative research 

Qualitative research 

Dependent variable 

Independent variable 

Variable 

Population 

Sample 

Pilot study 

Literature review 

Interpretation 

Conclusion 

Generalization 

Data 

Reliability 

Validity 

Procedure 

Evaluation 

Approach 

Concept 

Theory 
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Hypothesis 

Sample 

Validity 

Reliability 

Generalizability 

Population 

Citation 

Plagiarism 

Anonymity 

Confidentiality 

Informed Consent 

Research Ethics 

P-value 

Significance 

Standard Deviation 

Independent Variable 

Mode 

Median 

Mean 

Correlation 
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Dependent Variable 

Causation 

Analysis 

Hypothesis 

Theory 

Conclusion 

Findings 

Evaluation 

Validity 

Bias 

Generalizability 

Reliability 

Sampling 

Literature review 

Pilot study 

Quantitative research 

Qualitative research 

Statistical analysis 

Correlation 

Regression 
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Dependent variable 

Independent variable 

Variable 

Control group 

Ethnography 

Phenomenology 

Case study 

Grounded theory 

Experimental group 

Interview 

Observation 

Hypothesis 

Research Question 

Research Design 

Research Methodology 

Cost-benefit analysis 

Impact evaluation 

Summative evaluation 

Formative evaluation 

Literature Review 
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Abstract 

Conclusion 

Discussion 

Results 

Data Analysis 

Data Collection 

Introduction 

Document Analysis 

Focus Group 

Observation 

Interview 

Action Research 

Survey Research 

Case Study 

Mixed Methods Research 

Correlational Research 

Descriptive Research 

Experimental Research 

Findings 

Qualitative Research 
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Quantitative Research 

References 

Conclusion 

Focus group 
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 مقياس التنظيم القضائيمصطلحات في المحور الرابع :

Unit Four: Terminology in the Judicial 

Organization course 

Introduction : 

The judicial system in Algeria is characterized by an independent judiciary, 

headed by the Supreme Court for ordinary jurisdiction and the Council of State 

for administrative jurisdiction, in addition to the Court of Accounts which 

oversees public finance. These supreme courts are followed by appellate courts 

and courts of first instance, which establishes a system that allows for appeals and 

the review of decisions in ordinary and administrative cases, with another 

specialized judicial court to resolve disputes between these two authorities. 

 بعض المفاهيم الأساسية في النظام القضائي  

Some Fundamental Concepts in the Judicial System 

-Justice  :  

  A public official authorized to decide questions brought before a court  of justice; 

the quality of being just or fair; what courts, etc. dispense:  ‘the administration of 

justice. 

Judicial Independence:   

The principle that judges should be free to make decisions without influence from 

the government or other external pressures. 

-Jurisdiction :  

The territorial or legislative fields over which an order of government,  including 

the judiciary, has the authority to make laws. 
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Ordinary Courts  :  

 In the Algerian dual justice system, Ordinary Courts handle civil, commercial, 

and criminal cases between private parties or between private parties and public 

authorities,  

Administrative Courts :   

while Administrative Courts exclusively resolve disputes involving the 

administration's activities and its legal or human actions, ensuring that public law 

disputes are handled by specialized bodies. 

International jurisdiction  :  

 is a set of legal rules that determine when the courts of a country have the 

authority to hear disputes that include a foreign element, i.e., when there is a 

connection between the dispute and another country. The main objective of these 

rules is to regulate litigation in international disputes and ensure the proper 

administration of justice by determining which national courts are competent to 

hear a dispute in the presence of foreign elements. 

Sentence   :  

 ln law , a sentence forms the final act of a judge – ruled process , and also the 

symbolic principal act connected to his function ,The sentence generally involves 

a decree of imprisonment , a fine and / or other punishments against a defendant 

convicted of a crime. 

 

 المحور الأول: النظام القضائي الجزائري 

First Unit: The Algerian judicial system 

The Judiciary in Algeria is an essential part of the country’s legal system, and it 

plays a crucial role in ensuring the rule of law and the respect for justice ; The 

judiciary is independent, according to the Algerian Constitution, and it is 

responsible for interpreting and applying the law in the country  ,and The key 

components of the judiciary in Algeria include: 

 :مبادئ النظام القضائي الجزائري
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Principles of the Algerian Judicial System 

The principles of the Algerian judicial system are embodied in a set of principles, 

the most important of which are the following : 

Principle Independence of the Judiciary:  This concept refers to the principle of 

independence of the judicial system in Algeria from any influence or pressure 

from the executive and legislative authorities, or any other external factors, to 

ensure that justice is administered fairly and impartially . 

Principle Right of Access to Justice  :The right to access justice is a fundamental 

human right for every individual, as it enables them to access legal mechanisms 

and procedures to resolve disputes, defend their rights, and hold violators and 

criminals accountable. This right requires that people be able to understand their 

rights and demand them within a fair and just framework . 

Principle Judicial impartiality: means that a judge must decide cases without 

bias, personal prejudice, or favoritism toward any interested party, treat all 

individuals equally and fairly, and maintain public confidence by appearing 

impartial . 

Principle Equality of Parties: The principle of equality of parties is a 

fundamental concept in law, ensuring equality before the law in all legal 

proceedings, ensuring fair and impartial treatment of all parties, preventing any 

party from gaining an unfair advantage over the other, This principle applies to 

all stages of a dispute. 
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The Principle of Openness and Public Attendance of Court Sessions: This 

principle, also known as the principle of open justice, requires that court 

proceedings be open to the public and the media to ensure transparency, promote 

judicial accountability, and maintain public confidence in the justice system. This 

fundamental legal principle allows the public to attend hearings, observe 

proceedings, and access court documents, with certain exceptions, such as the 

protection of vulnerable parties or national security. 

The Principle of the Right to Appeal and a Two-Tier System of Justice: This 

 principle grants individuals the right to appeal judicial decisions and to seek a  

review of cases through multiple levels of jurisdiction. 

The Principle of Stating Reasons for Judgments: "Stating reasons for 

judgments" refers to the explanation provided by a court to support its decision, 

outlining the facts, evidence, and legal principles that led to the final verdict. This 

detailed explanation, also known as the "reasoning of judgments," is of critical 

importance for transparency, as it allows parties to understand the decision, 

facilitates appeals, and enhances public confidence in the judicial system by 

ensuring consistency and protection against arbitrary rulings. 
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The Principle of the Right to a Defense before the Judiciary: The right to a 

defense before the judiciary guarantees every person accused of a crime or similar 

offense the right to present their arguments and requests, either through a lawyer 

or on their own. This includes being informed of the charges, having adequate 

time and facilities to prepare a defense, legal representation, the ability to present 

evidence and cross-examine witnesses, and the right to remain silent. It is 

fundamental to upholding the presumption of innocence and ensuring the 

realization of justice. 

 المحور الثاني : النظام القضائي الجزائري

The second Unit: The Algerian judicial system 

The Algerian judicial system is a dual system, based on the separation of the 

judiciary from the administration. It includes the ordinary judiciary, which 

adjudicates civil, commercial, and criminal cases, and the administrative 

judiciary, which considers disputes in which the administration is a party. 

Mind map of the Algerian judicial system 
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 العادي   ئيالقضا  النظام

The ordinary judicial system 

*-The ordinary judicial system includes courts, judicial councils, and the Supreme 

Court . 

Courts: Algeria has a hierarchical court system, which includes courts of first 

instance, courts of appeal, and a supreme court  ,and These courts handle civil,  

criminal, and administrative cases  ,...... 

Overall, the judiciary in Algeria plays a vital role in upholding the rule of law and 

ensuring that justice is accessible to all citizens. 

Judicial Councils: The Judicial Council is considered a second-tier court of 

appeal. It serves as an appellate body for judgments issued by courts of first 

instance, as well as in other cases provided for by law. A Judicial Council consists 

of ten chambers, and each chamber may be divided into sub-sections depending 

on the volume of activity of the council. The management of the Judicial Council 

is overseen by the President of the Council and the Public Prosecutor, who are 

assisted by the Vice-President and the Assistant Public Prosecutor. 

The Supreme Court: This is the highest judicial body in the country's system. Its 

fundamental mission is to unify the judiciary and ensure the consistent application 

of the law throughout the country. It comprises seven judicial divisions 

specializing in various fields such as civil, criminal, real estate, commercial, and 

social law, in addition to a division specializing in family and inheritance matters. 
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 :الإداري ئيالقضا  نظامال

: Administrative judicial system  

*-The administrative judicial system includes administrative courts, 

administrative courts of appeal, and the Council of State . 

The Administrative Courts:  The Administrative courts have jurisdiction over 

disputes between individuals and administrations (in other words, any cases in  

which the state, the municipality or any public administrative entity is party). 

Administrative tribunals are established as public law courts in administrative 

matters. They are composed of at least three magistrates, including a president 

and two assessors. 

Administrative Court of Appeal :An is a court that hears appeals from decisions 

made by lower administrative courts or public bodies, acting as the second level 

of litigation in administrative matters,   Its establishment often reflects a country's 

commitment to a tiered system of administrative justice, ensuring a deeper review 

of administrative actions and enhancing legal protection for citizens by providing 

a specialized appellate body for administrative disputes, as seen in countries like 

Algeria . 

The composition of the administrative appeals tribunal: 

- It is made up of at least three judges . 

- including a president and two assessors. 

Jurisdiction of the administrative appeals tribunal: 
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-The administrative court of appeal hears appeals from judgments and orders 

rendered by administrative courts. 

- It also knows of matters conferred upon it by specific texts. 

In addition, the Administrative Court of Appeal is also competent to rule on: 

 -appeals against judgments and orders issued by administrative tribunals. 

-Conflicts of jurisdiction between two administrative tribunals under the same 

administrative tribunal of appeal, 

-the preparation of annual reports on their activities and those of the 

administrative tribunals. These reports are sent to the Council of State, which will 

use them in preparing the annual report to be submitted to the President of the 

Republic. 

Council of State: The council of state is a constitutional judicial institution 

created by The Algerian  Constitution of 1996     , is the highest administrative court 
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in Algeria. It reviews administrative decisions and ensures they comply with the  

law. 

-It is also competent to decide on appeals against judgments and orders rendered 

by the administrative tribunals of the city of Algiers, as well as deciding on 

appeals in cassation against final judgements handed down by administrative 

courts and deciding cases assigned to it under special laws. 

 :القضائية المتخصصة هيئاتال

: Specialized judicial bodies 

Specialized judicial authorities: Organic Law 22/10 on the judicial organization 

stipulated in Chapter Three three specialized judicial authorities, namely the 

Criminal Court and the Military Court, in addition to specialized courts such as 

specialized commercial courts . 

The Constitutional Court :   is the highest body responsible for overseeing the 

constitutionality of laws and ensuring adherence to the Algerian Constitution, 

established by the 2020 constitutional amendment to replace the previous 

Constitutional Council. Its broad powers include reviewing laws and regulations, 

overseeing presidential and parliamentary elections, adjudicating constitutional 

disputes between state authorities, and interpreting the constitution. The Court is 

designed to be an independent and autonomous institution, with measures in place 

to protect its members from external pressures and ensure impartiality . 
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The Dispute Court:  The dispute court is governed by the organic law n° 98/03 

of June 3, 1998 relating  to the jurisdiction, organization and function of the 

dispute court. This court has  jurisdiction over resolving conflicts of jurisdiction 

between the judicial  authorities of the ordinary and administrative judicial order . 

The Criminal Court:  The criminal court has jurisdiction over acts committed by 

adults and described  as a felony and offenses connected thereto. 

The Military Courts:  The military has jurisdiction over military crimes 

committed by military or  civilians personnel, such as abandoning military 

obligations. The local  jurisdiction is granted to the military court based on the 

place of crime and where  the accused is being held, or which military unit the 

accused is a member of. 

Specialized commercial courts  : Specialized commercial courts:  are judicial 

bodies, or divisions within general courts, that focus on complex commercial 

disputes, aiming to provide efficient, expert resolution by using judges with 

commercial law experience and specialized procedures  ,These courts handle 

issues such as bankruptcy, company formation, dissolution, intellectual property, 

and high-value business transactions. 
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Specialized criminal tribunals   : are judicial bodies established by the Algerian 

legislature to address serious and complex crimes, such as transnational organized 

crime, terrorism, corruption, and information technology crimes. They have broad 

local jurisdiction and specific jurisdiction limited to specific crimes. These 

tribunals are responsible for investigating, prosecuting, and prosecuting these 

crimes, using advanced legal mechanisms and exceptional working methods . 

Some judicial principles 

The defendant is innocent until proven guilty.  .  

The burden of proof lies with the plaintiff.  

This is a breach of contract.  

The court has jurisdiction over this case. 

 .  

The accused was found guilty of the crime. .  

The judge will sentence the defendant.  

 بعض المصطلحات في التنظيم القضائي

Some terms in judicial organization 

 

 الترجمة بالإنجليزية  المصطلح بالعربية

jurisdiction 
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Judicial duality 

Court 

Primary Court Court- of instance 

Court of first instance 

Commercial Court 

Criminal Court 

Assizes court 

The Court of Merits The Trail Cours 

Court of cassation 

Personal Status Court 

Competent court 

Foreign Courts 

International Court of Justice 

High court of justice 

International court of arbitration 

International criminal court 

Disciplinary Court 

The Court of Appeal (The Court of 

Second Instance) 

Court of magistrates 

Civil court 
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trial 

jurisdiction 

Judicial Jurisdiction 

International judicial jurisdiction 

Court’s jurisdiction 

Territorial jurisdiction 

Subject Jurisdiction 

Case 

Parties of Conflict 

Legal Competence-Capacity  

action 

litigante 

Legal dispute 

Litigation 

Court hearing 

Pleading 

Complaint 

Indemnity 

Bring a lawsuit / suit 

Dismissal of the case 
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Dismiss the case 

Drop a lawsuit / suit 

settle a lawsuit / suit 

win a lawsuit / suit 

lose a lawsuit / suit 

Bring a case against 

Plaintiff 

Defendant 

Public Prosecution 

Guilty 

Penalty 

Fine 

Liability 

Defense Attorney 

Attorney's fees 

Dismissal of lawyer- Attorney 

to appear before the court  

failure to appear before the court 

subpoena 

Verdict 
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Pronouncement of judgment 

-non acceptable non acceptance 

Appeal 

Cassation 

Appellant 

Appellee 

Alternative Dispute Resolution 

Arbitration 

Mediation 

Settlement 

Negotiation 

Enforcement statement 

Enforcement document 

Claim 

Original petition 

Provisional claim 

Incidental petition 

Closing claim 

Summary petition 

Aggravating or extenuating 

circumstance 
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Burden of proof 

Attesting 

Perjury 

Testimony of witness 

Medical report 

Warrant 

Case proceedings 

Presentative measures 

Temporary measures 

Public hearing-  Open court 

A hearing held in camera 
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 الدولي مقياس قانون المجتمعمصطلحات في المحور الخامس : 

Unit Five: Terminology in the International 

Community Law course 

Introduction:  

The term "international community" is commonly used during crises that threaten 

international peace and security, such as wars, revolutions, and even internal 

armed conflicts like civil wars. This term is also widespread in news bulletins, 

political analyses, and international reports, making it familiar to everyone. It is 

often linked to criticisms of ineffectiveness and inaction in addressing many 

international issues, such as the long-standing crises affecting Palestine, Western 

Sahara, and others. 

The law of the international community serves as an entry point for studying 

international law in its various branches. It is therefore considered a foundation 

and a basis for understanding other courses in the coming years, such as public 

international law and human rights in the second year, and international 

humanitarian law and international criminal law, which are taught in the third year 

of the general law curriculum. 

Therefore, this course will be presented in three main chapters. The first chapter 

addresses the concept of the international community by defining it, presenting 

its characteristics and sources, and then studying its historical evolution. The 

second chapter deals with the actors in the international community, beginning 

with states and then international organizations. The course concludes with the 

third chapter, which covers the legal status of newly emerging entities in the 

international community, including individuals, liberation movements, 

multinational corporations, and others. 
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Course Chapters 

First Chapter: Definition of International Community 

Second Chapter: Actors in the International Community (States and  

International Organizations) 

Third Chapter: The Legal Status of Emerging Entities in the International  

Community (Actors, Liberation Movements, and Multinational Corporations) . 

 : فصول المقرر

 تعريف المجتمع الدولي الفصل الأول:

 الجهات الفاعلة في المجتمع الدولي )الدول والمنظمات الدولية(  الفصل الثاني:

الثالث: التحرر،    الفصل  الفاعلة، حركات  )الجهات  الدولي  المجتمع  في  الناشئة  للكيانات  القانوني  الوضع 

 .والشركات متعددة الجنسيات(

Definition of the International Community 

 

*-Community  

A group of people living in a particular local area; a group of people having a 

common ethnic or cultural or religious characteristic. Can be used to refer to a 

nation as a whole; ‘the community’; the ‘international community’; a formal 

grouping of nations: the ‘European Community’. 

*-The term "international community" refers to the collective of independent 

political  entities that interact with each other in the world. This includes states, 

international  organizations like the United Nations, the African Union, the 

European Union, and other  organizations that have been established through 

international agreements and treaties. This  assumes that all of these entities face 
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the challenge of working together to find solutions to  different crises in the name 

of the common interest and the universality of shared human  values. In their 

interactions with each other, these entities are subject to international law 

Characteristics of the International Community 

 

The international community is characterized by a set of features that distinguish 

it from other communities 

-1  The international community is composed of independent international 

political entities. 

-2  A community without superior authority 

-3  A community with relative obligations 

-4  A community with conflicts 

-5  A community that seeks solidarity 

-6  Absence of legislative authority to enact rules for the international community. 



University of Relizane………Legal Terminology in English……… Dr. Yousif Mohamed 

71 

 

-7  Proportional consequences between entities of the international community. 

-8  Consensual Arbitration among Members of the International Community . 

Stages of historical development of the international community 

*-Ancient Times: (3200 BC to 476 AD) 

Mesopotamian Civilization : 

Pharaonic Civilization : 

 Indian Civilization : 

Greek Civilization : 

Roman Civilization 

*-Middle Ages: (476 AD to 1453 AD) 

Islamic Society : 

European Society : 

-*

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=d77fcc26cc85d161&cs=0&q=Ancient+Times&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwif4LbB_-yOAxWoTKQEHXjcGwEQxccNegQICRAB&mstk=AUtExfAB50QI3AWkngTPqAl2esCEALnwAuEi1aGiCLEW7Cg5Kg681YmQLzJ8PJH6Cd6Jsbmoo8JE7XN_ffRiTBKTRkFIxuM7-Dp8x9OyCD5QTaOtXlE93iEG9xkDxlddUN_Kh3w&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=d77fcc26cc85d161&cs=0&q=Middle+Ages&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwif4LbB_-yOAxWoTKQEHXjcGwEQxccNegQIDBAB&mstk=AUtExfAB50QI3AWkngTPqAl2esCEALnwAuEi1aGiCLEW7Cg5Kg681YmQLzJ8PJH6Cd6Jsbmoo8JE7XN_ffRiTBKTRkFIxuM7-Dp8x9OyCD5QTaOtXlE93iEG9xkDxlddUN_Kh3w&csui=3
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*-Modern Age: (1492 AD to 1914 AD) 

*-Contemporary Age: (1914 AD to the present) 

 

actors of the international community 

                                                                                                                States 

                                                International Organizations 

                                   non-governmental organizations (NGOs)                           

                                                                         Liberation Movements  

                                                     Multinational corporations                                              

                                                                                                    The individual 

Definition of the State 

- It is a group of individuals who exercise their activity within a specific 

geographical territory and are subject to a particular political system agreed 

upon among themselves to manage the affairs of the state. 

Pillars of the state 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=d77fcc26cc85d161&cs=0&q=Modern+Age&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwif4LbB_-yOAxWoTKQEHXjcGwEQxccNegQIChAB&mstk=AUtExfAB50QI3AWkngTPqAl2esCEALnwAuEi1aGiCLEW7Cg5Kg681YmQLzJ8PJH6Cd6Jsbmoo8JE7XN_ffRiTBKTRkFIxuM7-Dp8x9OyCD5QTaOtXlE93iEG9xkDxlddUN_Kh3w&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=d77fcc26cc85d161&cs=0&q=Contemporary+Age&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwif4LbB_-yOAxWoTKQEHXjcGwEQxccNegQICxAB&mstk=AUtExfAB50QI3AWkngTPqAl2esCEALnwAuEi1aGiCLEW7Cg5Kg681YmQLzJ8PJH6Cd6Jsbmoo8JE7XN_ffRiTBKTRkFIxuM7-Dp8x9OyCD5QTaOtXlE93iEG9xkDxlddUN_Kh3w&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=International+Organizations&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_i4u8_uyOAxUXTaQEHcUHCpsQxccNegQIDBAB&mstk=AUtExfB4nZRuAy1R8DM4oCCzzn7wEh21qeSxNaOSrhocB9ikoBEZcBl5Jofh13eP0gEZxk3qWteGrFmHM_-aZ59Gvl4b7kfYFxT09AJ0IMqpyGIDtbbG2_KivVgqkfXxOxC1vCE&csui=3
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This definition highlights that the essential components of a state are its people, 

government, and territory. Meanwhile, the constitutive elements of the state are 

sovereignty and recognition . 

The people- Population :The people: means a group of individuals who live on 

the territory of the state and who belong to it by enjoying its nationality. These 

people are called citizens if they live in their state or subjects if they live outside 

it. 

Definition of Nation:  A Nation is an organic social and cultural community 

characterized by shared linguistic, religious, historical, and often ethnic attributes, 

generating a collective consciousness and identity among its members. It may or 

may not coincide with the territorial boundaries of a State. 

Elements of Nation : a Nation extends beyond geographical boundaries. It 

encompasses a social and cultural entity bound by shared historical, cultural, and 

ideological ties. The "Elements of Nations" encapsulate the essential features that 

solidify a community's collective identity. These elements - Common Culture, 

Common History, and Religion - contribute to the formation of a cohesive 

national consciousness, influencing legal and political frameworks within a given 

territory. 
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Territory: Territory: It is a specific and specific spatial area that represents the 

geographical lines of the state. It is a part of the Earth’s surface, characterized by 

human, natural and economic characteristics that distinguish it from other regions. 

Political power: Political authority: It is the authority to manage public affairs in 

the state on behalf of the people within the region. It is what legislates and is what 

is implemented and also ensures the achievement of justice and equality. 

International recognition: It is the declaration by one or more states of their will 

to enter into international relations with an already existing state or a new state, 

and its basis is for the state to exercise its authority over the territory. 

Sovereignty: It is the full right and authority of the ruling body over itself, without 

any interference from external parties or bodies. 

 بعض الحقوق والواجبات الشائعة للدولة  

Some common rights and duties of the state 

 الحقوق 

Rights   

The right to sovereignty:                                                                                 

The right to territorial integrity:                                                            

The right to self-determination:                                                              

The right to participate in international affai  

The right to protect its citizens                                                             
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Duties   

To uphold the rule of law:                                                                   

To protect human rights:                                                                   

To provide basic services:                                                            

To maintain public order:                                                            

To promote economic development:                                            

To protect the environmen                                                                         

To promote social justice                                                           

Key Concepts in International Society: 

 

International Society  (:)   

A system of relationships between various actors (primarily states, but also 

international organizations, NGOs, and even individuals) governed by certain 

rules, norms, and principles.  

State Sovereignty  (:)   

The principle that each state has the exclusive right to govern itself and its 

territory without external interference.  

International Law  (:)  

A body of rules and principles that govern relations between states and other 

international actors.  

International Organizations  (:)  

Entities established by states to pursue common goals and address shared 

challenges. Examples include the United Nations (UN), the World Trade 

Organization (WTO), and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).  

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=International+Society&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_i4u8_uyOAxUXTaQEHcUHCpsQxccNegQIBhAB&mstk=AUtExfB4nZRuAy1R8DM4oCCzzn7wEh21qeSxNaOSrhocB9ikoBEZcBl5Jofh13eP0gEZxk3qWteGrFmHM_-aZ59Gvl4b7kfYFxT09AJ0IMqpyGIDtbbG2_KivVgqkfXxOxC1vCE&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=State+Sovereignty&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_i4u8_uyOAxUXTaQEHcUHCpsQxccNegQIJBAB&mstk=AUtExfB4nZRuAy1R8DM4oCCzzn7wEh21qeSxNaOSrhocB9ikoBEZcBl5Jofh13eP0gEZxk3qWteGrFmHM_-aZ59Gvl4b7kfYFxT09AJ0IMqpyGIDtbbG2_KivVgqkfXxOxC1vCE&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=International+Law&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_i4u8_uyOAxUXTaQEHcUHCpsQxccNegQICBAB&mstk=AUtExfB4nZRuAy1R8DM4oCCzzn7wEh21qeSxNaOSrhocB9ikoBEZcBl5Jofh13eP0gEZxk3qWteGrFmHM_-aZ59Gvl4b7kfYFxT09AJ0IMqpyGIDtbbG2_KivVgqkfXxOxC1vCE&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=International+Organizations&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_i4u8_uyOAxUXTaQEHcUHCpsQxccNegQIDBAB&mstk=AUtExfB4nZRuAy1R8DM4oCCzzn7wEh21qeSxNaOSrhocB9ikoBEZcBl5Jofh13eP0gEZxk3qWteGrFmHM_-aZ59Gvl4b7kfYFxT09AJ0IMqpyGIDtbbG2_KivVgqkfXxOxC1vCE&csui=3
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Nation   (  :)  

A community of people who share a common identity and who decide or want to 

decide about their destiny through concerted political  action. Such action is 

directed at gaining, preserving, or strengthening statehood. “Nation” may also be 

understood in its ethnic sense when  the term refers to a form of self-defined 

cultural and social community  which shares a common history, language, 

distinctive lifestyle and a  homeland . 

Non-Governmental Organizations  ( :)  

Private, not-for-profit organizations that operate internationally and play a 

significant role in various fields, such as human rights, humanitarian aid, and  

environmental protection.  

Multinational Corporations ( )  

are large economic organizations that operate in more than one country, with 

assets and operating units (such as branches and subsidiaries) located outside their 

home country, but all of them are subject to central management and a unified 

strategy based at their headquarters in the home country. 

Liberation movements:  ( )  

These are organized national movements, both political and military, that 

originated in countries that were subject to colonialism or foreign occupation. 

These movements aim to break the shackles of foreign domination and restore 

their independence and the right of self-determination for peoples, based on the 

United Nations Charter, which recognizes the right of peoples to self-

determination. These movements employ various methods of struggle, including 

armed resistance. 

The individual in international law:  ( )   

is the natural person (human being). Although the state was previously the only 

person in international law, the individual acquired direct rights and duties under 

the rules of international law, especially after the emergence of humanitarian law 

and international human rights law. However, he does not enjoy full legal 

personality like the state, and opinions differ regarding recognizing him as a full 

international legal person. 

The legal status of foreigners () :  

The legal status of foreigners in a country is the body of legal rules that 

distinguishes them from citizens, in terms of their right to enjoy public and private 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=Non-Governmental+Organizations&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_i4u8_uyOAxUXTaQEHcUHCpsQxccNegQIMBAB&mstk=AUtExfB4nZRuAy1R8DM4oCCzzn7wEh21qeSxNaOSrhocB9ikoBEZcBl5Jofh13eP0gEZxk3qWteGrFmHM_-aZ59Gvl4b7kfYFxT09AJ0IMqpyGIDtbbG2_KivVgqkfXxOxC1vCE&csui=3
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rights, and determines their eligibility to exercise those rights, as a foreigner 

cannot enjoy or exercise any rights in a country unless authorized to do so. 

Human Rights  ( :)  

Fundamental rights and freedoms that belong to every individual, regardless of 

nationality, race, sex, or other status.  

Global Governance  (:)   

The complex of institutions, rules, norms, and processes that govern 

international relations and address global challenges.  

Diplomacy  (:)  

The practice of conducting negotiations and maintaining relations between states 

and other international actors.  

Conflict Resolution  (:)  

The process of managing and resolving disputes between states or other 

international actors, often through peaceful means.  

Security  ( :)  

A state's ability to protect its interests and citizens from threats, both internal 

and external.  

Some legal terms in international community law 

 

 المصطلح بالعربية  الترجمة بالإنجليزية 

International Law 

Treaties 

Conventions 

Charters 

Customary International Law 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=Human+Rights&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_i4u8_uyOAxUXTaQEHcUHCpsQxccNegQIMhAB&mstk=AUtExfB4nZRuAy1R8DM4oCCzzn7wEh21qeSxNaOSrhocB9ikoBEZcBl5Jofh13eP0gEZxk3qWteGrFmHM_-aZ59Gvl4b7kfYFxT09AJ0IMqpyGIDtbbG2_KivVgqkfXxOxC1vCE&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=Global+Governance&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_i4u8_uyOAxUXTaQEHcUHCpsQxccNegQIChAB&mstk=AUtExfB4nZRuAy1R8DM4oCCzzn7wEh21qeSxNaOSrhocB9ikoBEZcBl5Jofh13eP0gEZxk3qWteGrFmHM_-aZ59Gvl4b7kfYFxT09AJ0IMqpyGIDtbbG2_KivVgqkfXxOxC1vCE&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=Diplomacy&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_i4u8_uyOAxUXTaQEHcUHCpsQxccNegQIDRAB&mstk=AUtExfB4nZRuAy1R8DM4oCCzzn7wEh21qeSxNaOSrhocB9ikoBEZcBl5Jofh13eP0gEZxk3qWteGrFmHM_-aZ59Gvl4b7kfYFxT09AJ0IMqpyGIDtbbG2_KivVgqkfXxOxC1vCE&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=Conflict+Resolution&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_i4u8_uyOAxUXTaQEHcUHCpsQxccNegQIDhAB&mstk=AUtExfB4nZRuAy1R8DM4oCCzzn7wEh21qeSxNaOSrhocB9ikoBEZcBl5Jofh13eP0gEZxk3qWteGrFmHM_-aZ59Gvl4b7kfYFxT09AJ0IMqpyGIDtbbG2_KivVgqkfXxOxC1vCE&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=2e740b31309555e0&cs=0&q=Security&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_i4u8_uyOAxUXTaQEHcUHCpsQxccNegQIMxAB&mstk=AUtExfB4nZRuAy1R8DM4oCCzzn7wEh21qeSxNaOSrhocB9ikoBEZcBl5Jofh13eP0gEZxk3qWteGrFmHM_-aZ59Gvl4b7kfYFxT09AJ0IMqpyGIDtbbG2_KivVgqkfXxOxC1vCE&csui=3
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State 

Sovereignty 

Jurisdiction 

Diplomatic Immunity 

Extradition 

Sanctions 

War Crimes 

Crimes Against Humanity 

Genocide 

Self-determination 

Human Rights 

International Court of Justice (ICJ) 

International Criminal Court (ICC) 

United Nations (UN) 

Security Council 

General Assembly 

Humanitarian Law 

Refugee 

Asylum 

Nationality 
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Diplomacy 

diplomatic immunity 

Non-refoulement 

Territorial Sea 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 

High Seas 

Outer Space 

Treaty Obligations 

Jus Cogens 

State Responsibility 

Immunity from Jurisdiction 

International Humanitarian Law 

International Criminal Law 

International Environmental Law 

International Economic Law 

International Legal Personality 

Non-governmental Organization (NGO) 

Intergovernmental Organization 

International Organization 

International Human Rights Law 
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Recognition of States 

Peacekeeping Operations 

Succession of States 

Use of Force 

Self-defense 

Aggression 

Armed Conflict 

International Dispute 

Conciliation 

Good Offices 

Negotiation 

Mediation 

Arbitration 

International Tribunals 

Treaty Interpretation 

Denunciation of Treaties 

Reservations to Treaties 

Head of Government 

Head of State 

Consular Officer 
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Diplomatic Agent 

State Immunity 

International Criminal Tribunal 

Universal Jurisdiction 

Suspension of Treaties 

Termination of Treaties 

Breach of Treaty 

Violation of International Law 

State Succession 

International Responsibility 

Act of State Doctrine 

International Comity 

Pacta Sunt Servanda 

Rebus Sic Stantibus 

Customary International Law 

Convention 

Charter 

Agreement 

International Court of Justice 

United Nations 
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War Crimes 

Genocide 

Sanctions 

Extradition 

International Criminal Court 

Public International Law 

Private International Law 

Legal Capacity 

Breach of Contract 

Enforcement of Judgments 

Recognition of States 

State Responsibility 

Diplomatic Immunity 

International Organizations 

Non-Governmental Organizations 

(NGOs): 

Territorial Waters 

High Seas 

Exclusive Economic Zone 

Demilitarized Zone 

Dispute Settlement 
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International Sale of Goods 

Prisoner of War 

Extradition 

Crimes Against Humanity 

War Crimes 

Genocide 

Jurisdiction 

Sanctions 

Aggression 

Self-Defense 

Nation 

Arbitration 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): 

World Trade Organization (WTO): 

Rule of Law 

International Cooperation 

Legal Aid 

Extraterritorial Jurisdiction 

Refugee Law 

jus gentuim 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%86&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAjped0OeOAxWtcKQEHWccFfYQxccNegQIDRAB&mstk=AUtExfD8dwfdMWpxwCyAfsSN-z2TS6dlv1xUh0vwz_DoLcnwWkQj7l7ewLLsZavK_38layowPmniZ1a1jErIFCHjPzR4Ue4CQHWeoSwvID0xUQCaacDjVEE3e3a3XY6HhFnf0lw&csui=3
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Diplomatic Law 

International Maritime Law 

International Air Law 

International Responsibility 

Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges 

International Arbitration 

Extradition 

Land Territory 

Airspace Territory 

Maritime Territory 

Government 

international organization 

united nations 

international criminal court 

international court of justice 

finanicing terrorism 

diplomatic immunity 

foreigner or alien 

citizen 

international dispute 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAjped0OeOAxWtcKQEHWccFfYQxccNegQIDxAB&mstk=AUtExfD8dwfdMWpxwCyAfsSN-z2TS6dlv1xUh0vwz_DoLcnwWkQj7l7ewLLsZavK_38layowPmniZ1a1jErIFCHjPzR4Ue4CQHWeoSwvID0xUQCaacDjVEE3e3a3XY6HhFnf0lw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAjped0OeOAxWtcKQEHWccFfYQxccNegQIEhAB&mstk=AUtExfD8dwfdMWpxwCyAfsSN-z2TS6dlv1xUh0vwz_DoLcnwWkQj7l7ewLLsZavK_38layowPmniZ1a1jErIFCHjPzR4Ue4CQHWeoSwvID0xUQCaacDjVEE3e3a3XY6HhFnf0lw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%8A+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAjped0OeOAxWtcKQEHWccFfYQxccNegQIJhAB&mstk=AUtExfD8dwfdMWpxwCyAfsSN-z2TS6dlv1xUh0vwz_DoLcnwWkQj7l7ewLLsZavK_38layowPmniZ1a1jErIFCHjPzR4Ue4CQHWeoSwvID0xUQCaacDjVEE3e3a3XY6HhFnf0lw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A4%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAjped0OeOAxWtcKQEHWccFfYQxccNegQIKRAB&mstk=AUtExfD8dwfdMWpxwCyAfsSN-z2TS6dlv1xUh0vwz_DoLcnwWkQj7l7ewLLsZavK_38layowPmniZ1a1jErIFCHjPzR4Ue4CQHWeoSwvID0xUQCaacDjVEE3e3a3XY6HhFnf0lw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA+%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%AA+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAjped0OeOAxWtcKQEHWccFfYQxccNegQIKhAB&mstk=AUtExfD8dwfdMWpxwCyAfsSN-z2TS6dlv1xUh0vwz_DoLcnwWkQj7l7ewLLsZavK_38layowPmniZ1a1jErIFCHjPzR4Ue4CQHWeoSwvID0xUQCaacDjVEE3e3a3XY6HhFnf0lw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%85+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAjped0OeOAxWtcKQEHWccFfYQxccNegQIEBAB&mstk=AUtExfD8dwfdMWpxwCyAfsSN-z2TS6dlv1xUh0vwz_DoLcnwWkQj7l7ewLLsZavK_38layowPmniZ1a1jErIFCHjPzR4Ue4CQHWeoSwvID0xUQCaacDjVEE3e3a3XY6HhFnf0lw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ae82e7bfb083ba5&cs=0&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAjped0OeOAxWtcKQEHWccFfYQxccNegQIDBAB&mstk=AUtExfD8dwfdMWpxwCyAfsSN-z2TS6dlv1xUh0vwz_DoLcnwWkQj7l7ewLLsZavK_38layowPmniZ1a1jErIFCHjPzR4Ue4CQHWeoSwvID0xUQCaacDjVEE3e3a3XY6HhFnf0lw&csui=3
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negotiations 

security council 

jus gentuim 

political sovereignty 

 

Diplomatic relations 

treaties 

conventions 

charters 

Multilateral treaties 

Bilateral treaties 

Member states 

accession 

approval 

acceptance 

reservation 

declaration 

ratification 

United nations (UN) 

Srcurity council 

World trade Organization (WTO) 
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International monetary fund (IMF) 

Arab league 

European union (EU) 

Organization for petroleum exporting 

countries (OPEC) 

Un charter 

Universal declaration of human rights 

Conventions on the rights of the child 

Geneva conventions 
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 مقياس تاريخ النظم القانونيةمصطلحات في المحور السادس : 

Unit Six: Terminology in the History of Legal 

Systems course 

Introduction: 

 The Emergence and Importance of Legal History 

Law is a set of binding rules that regulate relationships among individuals within 

society, with penalties imposed for violations. Human beings are inherently 

social; cooperation is essential to meet various needs and to ensure mutual 

protection. As social life developed, conflicts of interest arose, making it 

necessary to establish laws to organize these relationships and resolve disputes. 

The evolution of law can be divided into four main stages: 

- Stage One: The Era of Force and Personal Vengeance: Early humans lived in 

small, cohesive groups, where strength determined rights and justice. Disputes 

were settled by retaliation or by the authority of the tribal chief. 

- Stage Two: The Era of Religious Traditions: As religious beliefs emerged, legal 

rules were attributed to the gods and enforced by priests, giving them a sacred 

and binding character. 

 - Stage Three: The Era of Customary Traditions: Over time, customary rules 

replaced religious traditions, and the community’s collective will became the 

source of law, leading to the rise of democratic principles. 

- Stage Four: The Era of Written Law: With the advent of writing, societies 

began to record their laws, which facilitated their dissemination and development. 

Understanding contemporary legal systems requires knowledge of their historical 

origins and evolution. Legal history enables judges and legislators to interpret 

legal texts accurately, understand their objectives, and distinguish between 

outdated and enduring legal principles. Unlike experimental sciences, law cannot 

be tested on people and societies; thus, historical study provides essential insights 

and precedents. 
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The Babylonian and Assyrian Legal Systems  :Mesopotamia, the land between 

the Tigris and Euphrates rivers (modern-day Iraq), is recognized as the cradle of 

civilization and the birthplace of the world’s earliest legal systems. Ancient states 

such as Sumer, Akkad, Babylon, and Assyria flourished here, each contributing 

to the evolution of law. 

Major Legal Codes 
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- The Code of Ur-Nammu (c. 2111 BCE): The oldest known written legal code, 

including a preamble and 31 articles addressing marriage, divorce, crimes, and 

legal procedures. It often prescribed compensation (blood money) for bodily 

harm, rather than retributive punishments. 

- The Code of Lipit-Ishtar (c. 1930 BCE): Issued by King LipitIshtar of Isin, 

this code contained a preamble, 39 articles, and a conclusion. It covered land 

leases, inheritance, marriage, and economic matters, reflecting a more complex 

and organized society. 

- The Code of Eshnunna (c. 1750 BCE): Predating Hammurabi’s code, it 

addressed contracts, property, labor, family, and criminal law. It introduced social  

distinctions among free men, dependents, and slaves. 

- The Code of Hammurabi (c. 1694 BCE): The most famous and complete 

ancient code, issued by King Hammurabi of Babylon. It consists of a prologue, 

282 articles, and an epilogue. The code . 

 covers judicial procedures, theft, agriculture, trade, family law, labor, and 

professional liability. It is renowned for the principle of “an eye for an eye,” but 

also included fines and compensations. Its main aim was to establish justice, 

protect the weak, and unify the diverse peoples of Babylon. 
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- The Assyrian Laws: Discovered on clay tablets from the Middle Assyrian 

period (c. 1200 BCE). The best-preserved collection is the Middle Assyrian 

Laws, which focus on family law, women’s rights and duties, property, and harsh 

penalties for certain crimes. They are notable for their severity and detailed 

regulations regarding marriage, divorce, and inheritance. 

The Ancient Egyptian Legal System  :  Ancient Egypt, with its long and 

continuous civilization along the Nile Valley, developed one of the earliest and 

most influential legal systems in human history. Egyptian law evolved over 

several millennia, from the Old Kingdom through the Middle and New 

Kingdoms, and into the Greco-Roman period. 

Sources of Egyptian Law 

- Divine Authority: Law was believed to originate from the gods, particularly 

Ma’at, the goddess of truth, justice, and cosmic order. The pharaoh was 

considered the earthly representative of the gods and the ultimate source of legal 

authority. 

- Royal Decrees and Edicts: The pharaoh issued laws, decrees, and administrative 

orders that had the force of law. 

- Custom and Tradition: Many legal rules were based on longstanding customs 

and social practices, which were respected and enforced by the community. 
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Main Features of Egyptian Law : 

- Justice and Equity: The concept of Ma’at emphasized justice, fairness, and 

social harmony. The legal system aimed to protect the weak, ensure social order, 

and resolve disputes peacefully. 

- Written and Oral Law: While some laws were written (on papyri, stelae, and 

temple walls), much of Egyptian law was transmitted orally and applied by judges 

based on precedent and custom. 

- Family and Property Law: Egyptian law regulated marriage, divorce, 

inheritance, and property rights. Women enjoyed relatively high legal status, with 

rights to own, inherit, and manage property. 

- Criminal Law: Crimes such as theft, assault, and murder were punished 

according to their severity. Penalties ranged from fines and corporal punishment 

to exile and execution. The principle of proportionality was observed, but 

punishments could be harsh. 

Legal Institutions and Administration : 

- The Pharaoh: As the supreme judge and lawgiver, the pharaoh had the ultimate  

authority in legal matters. 
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- Vizier and Officials: The vizier (chief minister) supervised the judiciary and 

administration of justice throughout the land. Local officials and judges handled 

most legal cases. 

- Courts: Courts existed at various administrative levels, from local villages to 

the royal court. Legal proceedings were often public, and records were kept on 

papyrus. 

- Legal Documents: Contracts, wills, marriage agreements, and other legal 

documents were commonly written and witnessed, reflecting a sophisticated legal 

culture. 

Social Impact and Legacy  :The Egyptian legal system contributed to the 

stability and longevity of ancient Egyptian society. Its principles of justice, 

respect for custom, and protection of individual rights influenced later legal 

traditions in the Mediterranean world. The integration of law with religion and 

morality was a distinctive feature that shaped the development of legal thought 

in subsequent civilizations. 

The Ancient Greek Legal System  :Ancient Greece, composed of numerous 

independent city-states (poleis) such as Athens, Sparta, and Corinth, played a 

pivotal role in shaping the foundations of Western legal and political thought. The 
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Greek legal tradition evolved over several centuries, from the early Dark Ages 

through the Classical and Hellenistic periods. 

Sources and Nature of Greek Law : 

- Custom and Oral Tradition: Early Greek law was based primarily on 

unwritten customs and traditions passed down orally within each city-state. 

- Written Laws: From the 7th century BCE onward, laws began to be codified  

and publicly displayed, making them accessible to all citizens. 

- Legislators: Notable lawmakers such as Draco and Solon in Athens, and 

Lycurgus in Sparta, played key roles in shaping and reforming legal codes. 

-Main Features of Greek Law : 

- Diversity of Legal Systems: Each city-state had its own laws and judicial 

procedures, reflecting local customs and social structures. 

- Democracy and Citizenship: Especially in Athens, the development of 

democracy led to the participation of citizens in lawmaking and the 

administration of justice. 

- Public Trials: Legal proceedings were typically public, with large juries drawn 

from the citizenry. Litigants often represented themselves, though orators and 

advocates emerged in later periods. 
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- Civil and Criminal Law: Greek law addressed a wide range of issues, including 

property, contracts, family matters, inheritance, and crimes such as theft, assault, 

and homicide. 

- Equality Before the Law: The concept of isonomia (equality before the law) was 

highly valued, though in practice, rights were generally limited to free male 

citizens. 

-Legal Institutions and Administration : 

- Courts and Magistrates: Each city-state had its own courts and magistrates 

responsible for enforcing laws and resolving disputes. In Athens, the popular 

courts (dikasteria) and the Areopagus council were especially significant. 

- Lawmakers and Reforms: Lawgivers such as Draco (known for his harsh 

laws), Solon (who introduced major reforms and promoted justice and 

moderation), and Lycurgus (who established the militaristic and communal 

system in Sparta) left lasting impacts on Greek legal development. 

- Juries and Popular Participation: Large citizen juries were a hallmark of 

Athenian justice, reflecting the democratic ethos of the city. 

-Social Impact and Legacy  :The Greek legal tradition influenced Roman law 

and, through it, the development of modern Western legal systems. Concepts such 
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as democracy, citizenship, equality before the law, and public trials remain 

foundational in contemporary legal thought. The diversity and adaptability of 

Greek legal systems allowed for significant experimentation and innovation in 

governance and jurisprudence. 

The Roman Legal System  :Ancient Rome developed one of the most influential 

legal systems in history, forming the foundation for much of Western law. Roman 

law evolved over more than a millennium, from the early monarchy and republic 

through the imperial period. 

Sources and Development of Roman Law 

- Custom and Tradition: Early Roman law was based on unwritten customs 

(mos maiorum) passed down through generations. 

- The Law of the Twelve Tables (c. 450 BCE): The first codification of Roman 

law, publicly displayed and accessible to all citizens. It covered civil, criminal, 

and procedural matters. 
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- Praetorian Edicts: Magistrates called praetors issued edicts to adapt the law to 

new circumstances, contributing to the flexibility and development of Roman 

law. 

- Legislation and Imperial Decrees: Laws were enacted by popular assemblies 

during the Republic and later by imperial decree during the Empire. 

- Jurisprudence: Roman jurists (legal scholars) played a crucial role in 

interpreting and developing legal principles, especially during the classical 

period. 

-Main Features of Roman Law : 

- Civil Law (Ius Civile): Applied to Roman citizens, regulating property, 

contracts, family, inheritance, and obligations. 

- Law of Nations (Ius Gentium): Developed to govern relations with foreigners 

and between people of different nationalities; it introduced universal legal 

principles that influenced later international law. 

- Natural Law (Ius Naturale): The idea that certain rights and principles are 

inherent to all humans by nature, influencing later philosophical and legal 

thought. 
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- Legal Procedures: Roman law established detailed procedures for litigation, 

including written pleadings, evidence, and appeals. 

- Legal Persons: The concept of legal personality allowed entities such as  

corporations and associations to have rights and obligations. 

-Legal Institutions and Administration : 

- Magistrates and Courts: Various magistrates (consuls, praetors) and courts 

administered justice. The praetor urbanus dealt with civil cases in Rome, while 

the praetor peregrinus handled cases involving foreigners. 

- Senate and Assemblies: The Senate and popular assemblies had legislative and 

judicial powers, especially during the Republic. 

- Jurists: Legal experts provided opinions (responsa) that guided judges and 

litigants. 

- Legal Education: Rome developed a sophisticated system of legal education 

and professional advocacy. 

The Justinian Code and Legacy 

- The Corpus Juris Civilis: In the 6th century CE, Emperor Justinian I ordered 

the compilation of Roman law into the Corpus Juris Civilis (Body of Civil Law), 

including the Code, Digest, Institutes, and Novels. 
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- Enduring Influence: Roman law profoundly shaped the legal systems of 

continental Europe (civil law tradition), influenced canon law, and contributed to 

the development of international law. 

- Legal Concepts: Principles such as contracts, torts, property rights, and 

procedural fairness remain central in modern legal systems. 

-Additional Chapter: Legal Systems of India, China, and Other Ancient 

Civilizations 

-1 The Indian Legal System (Manu’s Code)  :The Indian subcontinent 

developed a unique and influential legal tradition, with the "Laws of Manu" 

(Manu Smriti) being the most prominent ancient code. Dating back to around the 

2nd century BCE, Manu’s Code became a foundational text for Hindu law. 

- Manu’s Code consists of over two thousand articles that regulate family, 

inheritance, property, contracts, and criminal matters. 
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- The code is based on the caste (varna) system, specifying the rights and duties 

of each social class. 

- Religious and customary rules are central, with Brahmins (priests) holding the 

highest status. 

- Punishments and rights often varied by caste, and the code emphasized ritual 

purity and social order. 

Manu’s Code shaped Indian society for centuries, reinforcing the caste hierarchy 

and influencing later legal developments in India 

-2 The Chinese Legal System (Han Dynasty and Confucian Influence) 

  :Ancient China’s legal system evolved through various dynasties, with 

significant  

contributions from the Han Dynasty (206 BCE – 220 CE) and the teachings of 

Confucius. 

- Chinese law combined written statutes (especially criminal and administrative 

codes) with Confucian ethical principles. 

- The emperor was the supreme lawgiver, assisted by a bureaucracy of scholars 

and officials. 
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- The legal system emphasized social harmony, respect for hierarchy, and the 

importance of family. 

- Punishments could be severe (exile, forced labor), but there was also a focus on 

moral education and rehabilitation. 

Chinese legal traditions promoted strong central authority and social stability, 

influencing neighboring East Asian legal systems and leaving a legacy visible in 

modern Chinese law. 

Major Legal Systems in the Contemporary World 

Nowadays, the existing legal systems of the World are: The civil law system; The  

common law system; and The islamic law system. 

The Civil Law System 

The civil law system is the oldest system in the world and the most influential on 

the other  law systems. It finds its roots in the Roman law, which was the product 
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of a brilliant  civilization extending from the Mediterranean to the north sea and 

from Byzantium to Britannia. 

The Civil Law System is characterized by the compilation of legal principles into  

scientifically arranged codes issued by the legislative authority. It such a system, 

the role of the courts is limited, theoretically at least, to apply the law provisions 

as embodied in the  codes, whenever they are presented with a case by the 

opposing parties. 

France is considered as the cradle of the civil law system. The countries, which 

apply the  civil legal system, include the countries of continental Europe, countries 

of Latin America  and those of the Middle East, such as Turkey, Jordan and 

Lebanon. 

The Common Law System 

England is the birthplace of common law system. The main feature of English 

law is that it  is largely case law or, more precisely, a Judge-made law. That is, the 

bulk of the common  law and equity has not been enacted by the parliament, but 

has been developed through the  centuries by the judge applying established or 

customary rules of law to new situations and cases as they arise. 

Unlike the position in civil law countries, the major part of the common law is 

the product  of judges. It is case law. i.e. a Judge-made law. In other words, 

judicial precedents constitute  a separate source of law and have an independent 

authority of their own in common law  countries, whilst they are considered as 

evidence of what the law is in civil law countries. 

It is worth mentioning, here. That the common law system is found today in 

almost all the  English-speaking countries. From the British Isles. Where it 
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originated. The common law  system was transferred by British settlers to their 

settlements in the United States of America,  Australia, Canada, New Zealand, 

Pakistan, India, Nigeria and South Africa. 

The Islamic Law System 

Islamic law is called "Shari'a", which is a derivative of an Arabic root word 

"Track", "road" or "path" and means that this law constitutes a divinely ordained 

path of conduct that guides  the Muslim towards the fulfilment of his, or her, 

religious conviction in the life and reward  from his or her Creator in the life 

hereafter. The rules of "Shari'a" not only cover religious  rhetoric worships and 

practices, e.g. prayer and fasting, and matters of family law, e.g. 

marriage, divorce, etc. but also they cover legal transactions and areas of civil 

law, e.g. the  validity of contracts, the principles of property law, etc. In some 

Islamic States, such Saudi  Arabic and Iran, "Shari'a" actually makes up mostly 

the whole part of the legal system of  the State. And the vast majority of Muslims 

are still governed by Islamic law in family matters . 

تسُمى الشريعة الإسلامية "الشريعة"، وهي مشتقة من الجذر العربي "الطريق" أو "الطريق"، وتعني أن  

هذا القانون يشُكل منهجا سلوكيا إلهيا يهدي المسلم إلى تحقيق قناعاته الدينية في الدنيا ونيل ثواب خالقه في  
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الآخرة. ولا تقتصر أحكام الشريعة على العبادات والممارسات الدينية، كالصلاة والصيام، وقضايا الأحوال 

المدني،   القانون  ومجالات  القانونية  المعاملات  أيضًا  تشمل  بل  وغيرها،  والطلاق،  كالزواج  الشخصية، 

كالسعودية وإيران، تشُكل   كصحة العقود، ومبادئ قانون الملكية، وغيرها. وفي بعض الدول الإسلامية،

الشريعة الإسلامية في معظمها النظام القانوني للدولة. ولا تزال الغالبية العظمى من المسلمين تخضع لأحكام  

 .الشريعة الإسلامية في شؤون الأسرة

Some terms in the history of legal systems 

 

 المصطلح بالعربية الترجمة بالإنجليزية 

Evolution of Law 

Historical Context 

Legal System 

Legal Scholarship 

Legal Tradition 

Influence of Religion 

Influence of Philosophy 

Verdict 

Trial 

Evidence 

Crime 

Punishment 

Agreement 

Contract 
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Justice 

Legal 

Ancient Law 

Roman Law 

Common Law 

Civil Law 

Canon Law 

Customary Law 

Roman Law 

Modern Law 

Medieval Law 

Law of Hammurabi 

wrath of the gods 

Islamic Law 

Code 

Precedent 

Jurisprudence 

Slavery 

Rebellion 

Revolution 

https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&q=Roman+Law&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiq2Z3OrYaPAxVMNPsDHSfxLpcQxccNegQIOxAB&mstk=AUtExfDSLRnDZYo4MCnB3B1iEY9fRqdirHbNhCeGInWVtXfWNtTXezvI4AFD-HHUtcnCjI66xPnjE9teZKbKgsKbkeyGDIn4hzGjmYRdFhywjyeIZburzTGmurZ0YV6GZ-xyLtY&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&q=Modern+Law&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiq2Z3OrYaPAxVMNPsDHSfxLpcQxccNegQIOBAB&mstk=AUtExfDSLRnDZYo4MCnB3B1iEY9fRqdirHbNhCeGInWVtXfWNtTXezvI4AFD-HHUtcnCjI66xPnjE9teZKbKgsKbkeyGDIn4hzGjmYRdFhywjyeIZburzTGmurZ0YV6GZ-xyLtY&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&q=Medieval+Law&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiq2Z3OrYaPAxVMNPsDHSfxLpcQxccNegQIORAB&mstk=AUtExfDSLRnDZYo4MCnB3B1iEY9fRqdirHbNhCeGInWVtXfWNtTXezvI4AFD-HHUtcnCjI66xPnjE9teZKbKgsKbkeyGDIn4hzGjmYRdFhywjyeIZburzTGmurZ0YV6GZ-xyLtY&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&q=Islamic+Law&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiq2Z3OrYaPAxVMNPsDHSfxLpcQxccNegQIPxAB&mstk=AUtExfDSLRnDZYo4MCnB3B1iEY9fRqdirHbNhCeGInWVtXfWNtTXezvI4AFD-HHUtcnCjI66xPnjE9teZKbKgsKbkeyGDIn4hzGjmYRdFhywjyeIZburzTGmurZ0YV6GZ-xyLtY&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&cs=0&q=Code&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj80IXuroaPAxWiNvsDHSIxCVYQxccNegQIZRAB&mstk=AUtExfBF7H2wq2nk17957D36OmTFSLH1RMllRnFzh-e-rUaCc_HAhZI0nsJWVZZU3bkvhn0ZN6eyED-KmAF6C2VDQ4tooRyYJvlx2jzRoqBboJVBT5WnTRv-4wZV5ivyxxg9_xM&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&cs=0&q=Precedent&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj80IXuroaPAxWiNvsDHSIxCVYQxccNegQIZhAB&mstk=AUtExfBF7H2wq2nk17957D36OmTFSLH1RMllRnFzh-e-rUaCc_HAhZI0nsJWVZZU3bkvhn0ZN6eyED-KmAF6C2VDQ4tooRyYJvlx2jzRoqBboJVBT5WnTRv-4wZV5ivyxxg9_xM&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&cs=0&q=Jurisprudence&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj80IXuroaPAxWiNvsDHSIxCVYQxccNegQIaBAB&mstk=AUtExfBF7H2wq2nk17957D36OmTFSLH1RMllRnFzh-e-rUaCc_HAhZI0nsJWVZZU3bkvhn0ZN6eyED-KmAF6C2VDQ4tooRyYJvlx2jzRoqBboJVBT5WnTRv-4wZV5ivyxxg9_xM&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&cs=0&q=Slavery&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj80IXuroaPAxWiNvsDHSIxCVYQxccNegQIeBAB&mstk=AUtExfBF7H2wq2nk17957D36OmTFSLH1RMllRnFzh-e-rUaCc_HAhZI0nsJWVZZU3bkvhn0ZN6eyED-KmAF6C2VDQ4tooRyYJvlx2jzRoqBboJVBT5WnTRv-4wZV5ivyxxg9_xM&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&cs=0&q=Rebellion&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj80IXuroaPAxWiNvsDHSIxCVYQxccNegUIgAEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfBF7H2wq2nk17957D36OmTFSLH1RMllRnFzh-e-rUaCc_HAhZI0nsJWVZZU3bkvhn0ZN6eyED-KmAF6C2VDQ4tooRyYJvlx2jzRoqBboJVBT5WnTRv-4wZV5ivyxxg9_xM&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&cs=0&q=Revolution&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj80IXuroaPAxWiNvsDHSIxCVYQxccNegUIgQEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfBF7H2wq2nk17957D36OmTFSLH1RMllRnFzh-e-rUaCc_HAhZI0nsJWVZZU3bkvhn0ZN6eyED-KmAF6C2VDQ4tooRyYJvlx2jzRoqBboJVBT5WnTRv-4wZV5ivyxxg9_xM&csui=3
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Reform 

Emancipation 

Truce of God 

God’s penalty (poena oeterna) 

Enlightenment 

Ancient Systems 

Legal Systems 

Political Systems 

Social Systems 

Economic Systems 

Religious Systems 

Evolution 

Development 

Institutions 

Customs 

Traditions 

State 

Government 

Monarchy 

Feudalism 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&cs=0&q=Reform&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj80IXuroaPAxWiNvsDHSIxCVYQxccNegUIgwEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfBF7H2wq2nk17957D36OmTFSLH1RMllRnFzh-e-rUaCc_HAhZI0nsJWVZZU3bkvhn0ZN6eyED-KmAF6C2VDQ4tooRyYJvlx2jzRoqBboJVBT5WnTRv-4wZV5ivyxxg9_xM&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&cs=0&q=Emancipation&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj80IXuroaPAxWiNvsDHSIxCVYQxccNegUIhgEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfBF7H2wq2nk17957D36OmTFSLH1RMllRnFzh-e-rUaCc_HAhZI0nsJWVZZU3bkvhn0ZN6eyED-KmAF6C2VDQ4tooRyYJvlx2jzRoqBboJVBT5WnTRv-4wZV5ivyxxg9_xM&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&cs=0&q=Enlightenment&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj80IXuroaPAxWiNvsDHSIxCVYQxccNegQIZxAB&mstk=AUtExfBF7H2wq2nk17957D36OmTFSLH1RMllRnFzh-e-rUaCc_HAhZI0nsJWVZZU3bkvhn0ZN6eyED-KmAF6C2VDQ4tooRyYJvlx2jzRoqBboJVBT5WnTRv-4wZV5ivyxxg9_xM&csui=3
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Family 

Clan 

Tribe 

Community 

Legal History 

Legal Theory 

Legal Tradition 

Legal Culture 

Legal Evolution 

Legal Interpretation 

Legal Reasoning 

Judicial Precedents 

Renaissance 

Industrial Revolution 

Colonialism 

Empire 

Renaissance 

Reformation 

Enlightenment 

Crusades 

https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&q=Legal+History&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiq2Z3OrYaPAxVMNPsDHSfxLpcQxccNegQICRAB&mstk=AUtExfDSLRnDZYo4MCnB3B1iEY9fRqdirHbNhCeGInWVtXfWNtTXezvI4AFD-HHUtcnCjI66xPnjE9teZKbKgsKbkeyGDIn4hzGjmYRdFhywjyeIZburzTGmurZ0YV6GZ-xyLtY&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&q=Legal+Theory&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiq2Z3OrYaPAxVMNPsDHSfxLpcQxccNegQIDBAB&mstk=AUtExfDSLRnDZYo4MCnB3B1iEY9fRqdirHbNhCeGInWVtXfWNtTXezvI4AFD-HHUtcnCjI66xPnjE9teZKbKgsKbkeyGDIn4hzGjmYRdFhywjyeIZburzTGmurZ0YV6GZ-xyLtY&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=3af941f69087be74&q=Legal+Tradition&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiq2Z3OrYaPAxVMNPsDHSfxLpcQxccNegQIHxAB&mstk=AUtExfDSLRnDZYo4MCnB3B1iEY9fRqdirHbNhCeGInWVtXfWNtTXezvI4AFD-HHUtcnCjI66xPnjE9teZKbKgsKbkeyGDIn4hzGjmYRdFhywjyeIZburzTGmurZ0YV6GZ-xyLtY&csui=3
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