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Abstract:

This research raises the issue of linguistic duality, which has constituted
controversial values in the field of phonology, whether among Arabs or Westerners. In
Arab studies, phonology is based on a system of binary oppositions according to specific
criteria that govern the spoken linguistic sound due to its semantic impact on the linguistic
word. These binary oppositions are formed at the level of primary, secondary, and
distinctive features. They can also be considered physiological and physical classifications
of the Arabic linguistic sound. Thus, we cannot distinguish the voiced sound from the
voiceless sound, or the strong sound from the weak sound, and so on. As for Western
studies, the Prague Functional School adopted the issue of the function of the phoneme
within the linguistic system, and the resulting acoustic oppositions and distinctions that led
to the creation of the contrastive value. The functional questions it raised about the
phoneme opened the door to the birth of a new science called "Functional Phonology” or
"Phonology".

Accordingly, phonological theory is based on the principle of contrast, or what is
known as binary distribution, which is based on these distinctions resulting from the
analysis of phonetic units into distinctive features according to phonetic and auditory
characteristics. According to this data, we have projected what was proposed from the
binary oppositional system within the phonological approach onto the Arabic spoken
language, to prove the effectiveness of the Arabic phonetic study in revealing this phonetic
duality and establishing its structure within the heritage corpus, before the Prague
Functional School was concerned with it. Therefore, our study focused on the prosodic
phonemes that showed us the melodic paradoxes at the level of the actual performance
achieved in the linguistic reality.

Keywords :linguistic ~ sound, phoneme, function,duality,contrastive  value,faculty  of
languages.



